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AWARD-WINNING ANIMATED STUDENT FILMS TO BE SCREENED AT ‘BEZALEL ON TOUR’ EXHIBITION RECEPTION AT MICA IN BALTIMORE, MD 

Twelve student animation films will be screened at the reception event of the Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design exhibition at the Maryland Institute College of Art (MICA), which showcases works by 30 recent Bezalel graduates, on March 1, 2012

Jerusalem, Israel, 22 February 2012: On Thursday March 1, 2012, the Maryland Institute College of Art (MICA) will host a special reception for the “Bezalel on Tour” exhibition featuring contemporary art works of recent graduates of the Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design, Jerusalem. The traveling exhibition, which opened at MICA in Baltimore on February 10th and runs through to March 18th, will travel around the United States in 2012/13.

The art works are currently being exhibited in the Brown Center‘s Leidy Atrium (1301 W. Mount Royal Ave). The opening reception will be held on Thursday, March 1 from 5pm to 7pm, followed by a screening of 12 Bezalel student animation films from 7pm to 8.30pm. Hours for MICA‘s galleries, which are free and open to the public, are Mondays to Saturdays from 10am to 5pm, and Sundays from 12pm to 5pm. They are closed on major holidays.

‘Bezalel on Tour’ celebrates the 106th anniversary of Bezalel, Israel‘s oldest institute of higher education and a leading international academy of art, design and architecture. Curated by the head of the Ceramics and Glass Design Department, Muli Ben Sasson, the exhibition includes the best of the contemporary works of Bezalel graduates from the last five years from all of Bezalel's Academic Departments: Fine Arts, Architecture, Photography, Ceramic and Glass Design, Industrial Design, Jewelry and Fashion, Visual Communication and Screen-Based Arts, as well as works from its graduate programs: Master of Design and Master in Fine Arts.

The exhibition builds upon many years of MICA‘s cultural partnership with Bezalel, stemming from semester-abroad exchanges. Both institutions act as key players in the global artistic discourse and can celebrate their many graduates forging important crossroads throughout the international art world.

More than 100 years after it was founded by Lithuanian Jewish artist and sculptor, Boris Schatz, Bezalel continues to deliver its message of contemporary Israeli art as innovative and groundbreaking, fueled by local materials and creating a powerful international presence. This exhibition will be displayed in academies and galleries around North America. Previously, the Academy has exhibited in Orangerie du Sénat, Luxembourg Gardens in Paris, Universität der Künste Berlin, Milan Design Week and Sotheby‘s in London, among other prestigious venues.

According to Professor Arnon Zuckerman, president of Bezalel Academy, this is an exciting moment for Bezalel – being able to showcase an innovative collection of our best contemporary work in North America. “We are privileged to have a close relationship with MICA and we are happy that this top institution will serve as the first home of our new traveling exhibit,” he said. “Both schools are committed to nurturing talent, fostering creativity and excellence of the highest order. We hope that ‘Bezalel on Tour’ will give visitors a sample of some of the fresh and daring contemporary art coming out of Israel today."

A showing of this exhibition is being planned for Sotheby’s Chicago from June to August 2012 and the Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage in Cleveland, Ohio, in the fall of 2012. There is also interest to exhibit the works from the Corcoran Museum in Washington and the Rhode Island School of Design as well as from academies and museums in New York and Toronto.

For further information about the Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design, please contact: Darryl Egnal on 054 884 5237 / Darryl_e@koteret.com 

About Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design, Jerusalem 
Bezalel is Israel’s leading academy of art and design, and one of the most prestigious of its kind in the world. Established in 1906, with the support of the founder of Modern Zionism, Theodor Herzl, Bezalel is the source of some of the most creative talent emerging from the Middle East. Bezalel has built an international network of art and design excellence. Its alumni exhibit their work in the world’s leading venues, and the Academy is a focus and a destination for students and the creative community from across the globe. 

Bezalel has a broad and multifaceted scope of professional and artistic activities involving both pioneering state-of-the-art design methods as well as ancient techniques. The academy offers workshops unparalleled anywhere else in Israel in a variety of fields that have seen many changes in the past decades: industrial design, architecture, animation & video art, visual communications, fine art, photography fashion & jewelry, history & theory and ceramics & glass.

Both the faculty and the student body are driven by a passion to create and by their meticulous attention to quality and excellence. These two cornerstones, plus the Academy’s commitment to fostering creativity and opportunity amongst all communities in Israel, have positioned Bezalel at the center of Israel’s creative and artistic scene, making it instrumental in shaping and enriching the country’s cultural identity.

www.bezalel.ac.il
