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The Culture Kit: Speak the Language, 012
Live the Culture

Danielle Arbib, tutor Elad Persov

Bilingual and bicultural people have a unique lifestyle. Living between two

worlds can make people feel at home and alone at the same time. In this

project, I'm creating a platform that helps bicultural and bilingual people to
fit in.

My research methodology was a mix of qualitative research and design
inspiration. I started with desk research, from there I moved onto field
research: Interviewing 12 people and distributing a questionnaire to 53
people and visual mapping. I analyzed the field materials, reviewed the
findings, and compared them with what I had discovered through my initial
desk research. With this information in hand, I came up with the Culture Kit,
a tool that can help bilinguals feel more at home. I designed wireframes,

tested them and revised them based on feedback.

The main insights from my research are that language is a huge part

of belonging/feeling at home. Also, in addition to spoken language,
communication can be nonverbal. Finally, communication through visual
representation, body gesture, and physical media can act as a form of

language and create a sense of belonging.

The Culture Kit is created to help people fill in the cultural gaps they are
missing. Culture Kit 1.0 is a slang dictionary, “Slangtionary”, that helps
people navigate through the constantly changing landscape of spoken
language. Definitions will be user-generated and user-reviewed. In addition
to providing definitions, the Culture Kit also provides examples of usage in
context. The context will be given in through sentences that can be read by
or read to the user, gifs, images and more. Once the Slangtionary takes off
I will focus on other aspects of the Culture Kit. For example: to help people

fill in cultural gaps that involve transportation, shopping, food, work culture

and will be updated according to people’s needs.

THE
CULTURE
KIT
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Boominn - The effects of increasingly 023
fast-changing technologies on the
designer role

Mika Gadelevitch Tutored by Dr. Ran Raban
and Dr. Mark Shuvman

Boominn - The effects of increasingly fast-changing technologies on the
designer role: a case study on design positions in the developing extended

reality medium.

Historically each Industrial revolution had a characteristic technology
that brought about a new design discipline. As the technology matured,

discipline-specific design tools and conventions were developed, allowing

the designer to leverage the technology to bring value to users. But
technology is evolving faster and faster and it seems that the journey from
development to consumer is shorter than ever. It took more than 60 years
for automobiles and airplanes to reach 50 million users. Today some product
reach this milestone in weeks. It seems that the paradigm of first developing
the technology and only than designing the product is no longer valid in

the current fast-paced reality. This change has a significant impact on the

designer role and the skill set he or she will be employing.

Motivated by the notion that development process driven by design
principles has greater value to all stakeholders, this study focused on
determining the skill set a designer needs to operate in line with the

technology development process.

The field chosen for the case study was the emerging eXtended reality
medium. The subject was examined in several ways:

« Via In-depth one-one and group interviews with XR designers

« Through collecting and analyzing data on current industry job offerings.
The study identified several findings that allowed a deeper understanding

of the shifts in the designers. These findings led to a proposal to optimize
synergy between the industry, the designer and the educational institutes

by creating a data-driven tool to accommodate the developing design

discipline.
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