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Pink Purple Moonlit Night | Noa Eshkol

Bezalel Gallery of Contemporary Artis proud to present a solo exhibition of Noa Eshkol (1924—2007)—
artist, choreographer, and inventor of "Movement Notation." The exhibition centers on Eshkol's wall
carpets, works that are exposed here for the first time, and were not included in catalogues published
about her work.

Like the gallery's inaugural exhibitions, "Body-Tensioned Loom" and "Atelier," Eshkol's exhibition
engages with textile from a local as well as political perspective.

The exhibition "Pink Purple Moonlit Night"—named after one of the hangings on view—spans a
range of carpets in varying dimensions created by Eshkol from 1973 until her death. They were made
of surplus scraps of fabric gathered from textile factories in south Tel Aviv by a group of dancers
who worked with her, or from leftovers sent to her from kibbutz sewing shops and kibbutz members
who were acquainted with the artist (a former kibbutz member born in Kvutzat Degania Bet). Eshkol
indicated how to connect the fabric scraps on a single surface, usually an old blanket or sheets that
came into her hands, and their size dictated the dimensions of the carpet. Half of the featured pieces
never reached the sewing phase, and were left with straight pins connecting the fabric scraps to the
background ("pinned"). Eshkol used only fabric leftovers and readymade samplers, as they were,
without cutting them, creating some 1,500 innovative, bold, and surprising images, the figments
of her imagination—wall carpets designed for hanging; a textile collage work, created in a unique
language all her own.

Presented at119 Herzl St., a former sewing shop of the fashion company Diva, the exhibition highlights
a certain aspect of the body of wall carpets: Eshkol's view of the East and her approach to Orientalist
motifs. Ornamental elements that follow the Palestinian textile tradition have been prevalent in
fabric samplers produced in Israeli fashion since the early days of "Maskit" in the 1950s. This trend is
reflected in some of Eshkol's works: in her decision to work with these samplers, in creating views of
Palestinian villages and oriental architectural elements, as well as in the works' chosen titles. Thus,
for example, the exhibition features two of five works entitled Window in Gaza: still pinned and not
stitched. One of them surrenders samplers of ornamental embroidery designed in Israel, imitating
Palestinian embroidery. Eshkol used the neck opening scraps, turned them over and superimposed
them to simulate hewn stones that make up a window aperture.

"Pink Purple Moonlit Night" is Eshkol's fourth institutional solo exhibition in Israel. It was preceded

by solo exhibitions at the Helena Rubinstein Pavilion, Tel Aviv Museum of Art (1978); Mishkan Museum
of Art, Ein Harod (1996); and the Open Museum, Tefen Industrial Park (2010).

Curator: Prof. Dor Guez
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