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Introduction to PUSH

The idea for the Promoting dialogue and cultural
Understanding of our Shared Heritage (PUSH) project
developed through many discussions between faculty
members and administrative representatives from Al
Quds University and Bezalel Academy of Art and
Design with the aim of encouraging cooperation
between academics in the region. Furthermore, the
PUSH project builds on the UNESCO recommendations
for academic networking and dialogue to foster mutual
respect for cultural and natural heritage. Bolstered by
the addition of The Jordan Society for Sustainable
Development, the tri-lateral PUSH project aims to
create a regional dialogue on issues of cultural and
natural heritage, resulting in concrete benefits at the
national and regional levels.

To that aim, PUSH works to break down cultural
prejudices by building greater understanding of the
region's shared heritage as a means to respect and
appreciate the cultures of the 'other' thereby advancing
peace in the region. Furthermore, by identifying
important sites of natural and cultural heritage, PUSH
brings international attention to the rich cultural and
natural heritage of the region in need of preservation.

Since the PUSH project was initiated in October 2006,
the three partners have worked to synthesize the
available inventories of cultural and natural heritage
through discussions with stakeholders including other
universities, research institutions, private consultants
and local non-governmental organizations.

During the discussion and evaluation process each
PUSH team has been in constant dialogue with the
other two teams, to draw attention to the commonality
of sites located in Israeli, Palestinian and Jordanian
areas. Weekly meetings were held at the management
level, augmented by regular full team meetings in
Jerusalem, and constant email and phone

discussions. These meetings and discussions enabled
team members to create the necessary synergy between
the three national lists, as well as to create and expand
professional cross-border linkages between the three
partner institutions.

As a result, each team prepared a draft inventory of
shared heritage sites. Each inventory describes no less
than thirty examples of shared cultural and natural
heritage sites. The breadth of the sites is unparalleled;
from rock art, to religious and historical buildings; from
cultural routes, to sites of early technological
development, each of which illustrate the important
historical, cultural and natural heritage shared by the
peoples of the region.

The PUSH project is not without obstacles. Developing
mutual respect for the cultural heritage of the 'other' in
the midst of conflict is not easy. There is an undeniable
need for increased dialogue and tri-lateral coordination
concerning the shared heritage of this important region.

This publication is the first in a series planned for the
first year of the PUSH project. Each draft publication
will be followed by expert discussions, progressively
widening the circle of national and regional
stakeholders, cumulating in the publishing of The
Common Heritage at the end of 2007, which will
merge the first three draft national inventories to
produce a single inventory of outstanding sites of
shared heritage.

During the second year of the project, PUSH will work
with communities in the six most outstanding sites of
shared regional heritage identified in The Common
Heritage publication. PUSH will prepare site manuals,
brochures and information boards, in addition to
conducting tour guide trainings focused on the shared
cultural heritage of each of the sites. These efforts will
encourage the building of an inclusive understanding of
the area's rich heritage.

We welcome your comments and participation in this
unique discussion.




Executive Summary

This publication is the first in a series of draft
inventories of shared regional heritage published by
PUSH partners Al Quds University, Bezalel Academy
of Art and Design and The Jordan Society for
Sustainable Development. The process of identifying
sites of shared regional heritage will culminate in the
publishing of The Common Heritage at the end of
2007. In the subsequent year, PUSH will focus its
attention at the community level by implementing a
programme of activities to promote the understanding
of shared heritage.

Sites identified by the national level team in this
publication have been selected as outstanding
examples of shared natural and cultural heritage.

Team members utilized The International Council on
Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) categories to identify
sites of cultural heritage and the International Union
for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources
(IUCN) for natural heritage site selection, in addition to
the guidelines developed by the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) for World Heritage inclusion.

Over the next six months the sites catalogued in this
publication will be the basis for a broad national
discussion to identify the finest examples of shared
heritage available in the region. During this period,
experts in the fields of archeology, architecture,
history, design, tourism, management and other
related fields will come together to promote the
concept of shared regional heritage and select the
most outstanding sites to focus on during the
second year of the project.




Reference Sources:

To make the selection of regional sites of shared heritage each PUSH team surveyed national
inventories of cultural and natural heritage provided by government authorities, local and
international non-governmental organizations, individual experts and other stakeholders.

The Jordan Society for Sustainable Development utilized the following sources:

UNESCO World Heritage Inscribed List

UNESCO Tentative List of Cultural Sites in Jordan

UNESCO Tentative List of Natural Sites in Jordan

Jordan Antiquities Database Information System (JADIS), 1994.

Department of Antiquities Literature Studies

Dr. Mohammad Waheeb Surveys, 1992-2002.

British expeditions, 1963-1969.

Clark expeditions, 1975-1979.

The Royal Society for Conservation of Nature, list of proposed protected areas, 1979.
BirdLife Middle East Surveys, 1994 and 2000




Selected Sites

Jordanian Sites of Shared Heritage
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3. Deir-El Kahf

5. Baptism Site
6. Mount Nebo
7. Um Jimal

8. Hayyan (Rehab)

9. Azraq

0. Qaser Mushatta

1. Qatraneh
Mutah Shrines
3. Ayla
Homaymah

5. Qaser Hallabat
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9. The Dead Sea (Jordan Valley)
0. The Jordan River (Jordan Valley)

1. Wadi Araba
2. Barqgosh Forest

3. Mudawarra Desert




Site # 1
Ain Ghazal

1# 350

Coordinates and Location:
Amman / UTM Zone 36,
E 7813, N 35430

Date/ Period:
Neolithic

Physical Description of Site:
Wadi Zarga traverses an area characterized
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by hilly terrain.
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ICOMOS/IUCN Categories:
ICOMOS, Neolithic Village Site.

Historical Data/ Description:

A village site with architectural
remains including rooms, a courtyard,
burial caves, and temples. Various
types of lithic tools made of basalt, as
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well as other organic and non organic
artifacts were found in the area. The
most significant discoveries at the site were human
statues.

Bibliographical References:

1. Rollefson G. O., Kafafi Z., Simmons A.H1989b - The
1988 Season at 'Ain Ghazal, A Preliminary Report,"
Annual of the Department of Antiquities of Jordan, 33:
9-26.

2. Rollefson G. O., Simmons A.H.,
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1. Rollefson G. O., Kafafi Z., Simmons A.H1989b - The
1988 Season at 'Ain Ghazal, A Preliminary Report,"
Annual of the Department of Antiquities of Jordan, 33:
9-26.
2. Rollefeson G. O., Simmons A.H., Kafafi Z. 1992 -
Neolithic Cultures at 'Ain Ghazal, Jordan, Journal of
Field Archaeology, 19 (4): 443-470.
3. Rollefson G. O., Simmons A.H., 1985 - Excavations
at 'Ain Ghazal 1984: Preliminary Report, Annual of the
Department of Antiquities of Jordan, 29: 11-30.
4. Rollefson G. O., Kafafi Z., Simmons A.H1986 - The
Neolithic Village of 'Ain Ghazal, Jordan: Preliminary
Report of the 1984 Season, BASOR Supplement
24:145-164.




Site # 2 2 # g5l
Beidha Lau

e

Coordinates and Location:
Kerak / UTM Zone 36 sl 5 a3 5l
E 7346, N 335769
UTM Zone 36 E 7346, N 335769 | slas
Date/ Period:

Neolithic

Bl 5 [l
Physical Description of Site:
Beidha is located in central Petra near the cgdodl 5 zdl anll
Siq el-Bared and adjacent to an active
wadi.
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ICOMOS/IUCN Categories:
ICOMOS, Neolithic Village Site. e s 3 ol ol o Jlr o 5
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Historical Data/ Description: ol 2 s e 2, G o 0 A

Beidha is one of the most important el il B il
sites in the region from the Neolithic
Period, specifically the Late Pre-Pottery
Neolithic B (LPPNB) period. The site is : ICOMOS/ TUCN b &) dxilas
small and in need of restoration.
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Bibliographical References:
Harding, G. L., The Antiquities of Jordan, London 1959. sl
Byrd, B.F., Beidha P.p. 291-292 in E.M. Meyers Oxfords

Encyclopedia of Archeology in the Near East. Vol. 1. ) o
New York & Oxford 1997. Harding, G. L., The Antiquities of Jordan, London 1959.

Byrd, B.F., Beidha P.p. 291-292 in E.M. Meyers Oxfords
Encyclopedia of Archeology in the Near East. Vol. 1.
New York & Oxford 1997.




Site # 3
Feinan

Coordinates and Location:
Aqgaba / UTM Zone36
E 7275, N 33911

Date/ Period:

Bronze Age

Physical Description of Site:

There are a series of major metallurgical

sites located in numerous hillsides and

mounds, in close proximity to several
major wadies, including Wadi Khaled and
Wadi Ratye in the Wadi Araba area.

ICOMOS/IUCN Categories:
ICOMOS, Industrial Bronze Age Site.

Historical Data/ Description:
Feinan, referred to in the Bible as Punon,
dates back to the Chalcolithic period. The
area reached its peak during the Bronze
Age.

Bibliographical References:

Harding, G. L., The Antiquities of Jordan, London 1959.

Al- Abidi; M., Islamic Sites in Palestine and Jordan.
Amman 1973.

Northedge, A., Studies on Roman and Islamic Amman.
Vol.1 History, Site & Architecture. British Academy
Monograph in Archeology Vol.3. Oxford 1992.
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Harding, G. L., The Antiquities of Jordan, London 1959.

Al- Abidi; M.,
Amman 1973

Northedge, A.

Vol.1 History,

Islamic Sites in Palestine and Jordan.

, Studies on Roman and Islamic Amman.
site & Architecture. British Academy

Monograph in Archeology Vol.3. Oxford 1992




Site # 4 4 4 o3 50l

Lot” Y >
ot’s Cave L,
Coordinates and Location:

Kerak / UTM Zone36 syl 5 a3 5l

E 7365, N 34344
UTM Zone36 E 7365, N 34344 / KRN

Date/ Period:

Bronze Age and Byzantine period i
3 ) 5 [l
Physical Description of Site:
Located in southern Ghor on the slopes of a iyl 820 (555 Al )
high mountain, Lot's Cave contains the
remains of a natural cave and a
Byzantine church. The cave overlooks QU0 [PPSR SRS
the nearby Wadi (Zarad) al Hasa.
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Historical Data/ Description: Lsdl (3,5) ssls e

In addition to the Byzantine churches,
Bronze Age burial chambers were

ICOMOS/IUCN Categories:
ICOMOS, Religious Cave.

discovered at the site. : ICOMOS/ TUCN b 2 dxilbs
Bibliographical References: Y sl Slio Jany
Politis, C., Excavation at Deir Ain- Abata, ADA),

40,320-325.1997. (A.7/12) (B.13/10) (C L.LB1/112))
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Politis, C., Excavation at Deir Ain- Abata, ADAJ,
40,320-325. 1997




Site # 5
Jawa

54 sl

Coordinates and Location:
Mafraq / UTM Zone36
E 7782, N 35280

Date/ Period:

Bronze Age

Physical Description of Site:
Jawa is located on a raised hill in the desert
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with deep wadies surrounding the site on
all sides.

ICOMOS/IUCN Categories:
ICOMOQOS, Bronze Age Site.

Historical Data/ Description:
A large city built of basalt stones featuring a
sophisticated water system.
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Bibliographical References:

Harding, G. L., The Antiquities of Jordan, London 1959.

Parker, T.S., Typology of Roman and Byzantine Fort and
Fortress in Jordan P.p. 251-260 in K. ‘Amr et al. (eds.),
Studies in the History and Archeology of Jordan.
Volume V. Amman.
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Harding, G. L., The Antiquities of Jordan, London 1959.
Parker, T.S., Typology of Roman and Byzantine Fort and
Fortress in Jordan P.p. 251-260 in K. ‘Amr et al. (eds.),
studies in the History and Archeology of Jordan. Volume
V. Amman




Site # 6
Tell Deir Alla

Coordinates and Location:
Balga / UTM Zone 36
E 74713, N 356542

Date/ Period:
Iron Age I

Physical Description of Site:

Tell Deir Alla is located in a flat desert. The
high archeological Tell illustrates the area's
historical and cultural layers.
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ICOMOS/IUCN Categories:
ICOMOS, Archeological Town.

Historical Data/ Description:
A mud brick structure features the
famous inscribed tablet.
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Bibliographical References:
Ibrahim, M., Sauer, ] and Yasine. K. The

East of Jordan Valley Survey, BASOR, P.p. 222, 41-66.

year 1996.
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Ibrahim, M., Sauer, ] and Yasine. K. The East of Jordan
Valley Survey, BASOR, P.p. 222, 41-66. year 1996




Site # 7 7 # sl
Tell Hisban ol J5

Coordinates and Location:
Madaba / UTM Zone 36 ol Yl 5 ad 5ol
E 7660, N 35219
UTM Zone 36 E 7660, N 35219 / Lsbs

Date/ Period:

[ron Age, Byzantine, Islamic. i
5l /GJL::Jl
Physical Description of Site:
Tell Hisban is located on a rocky mountain e Y Y1 5 Lol 5 2l gyl el
overlooking the surrounding valleys,
including the famous biblical Wadi
Hisban. gAY el] 38l o Sl

ICOMOS/IUCN Categories: ball dsged e Sl s 5o Jor e o
ICOMOS,.Arc.heological Byzantine sl U  unndall Gyl Lz o
and Islamic Village.
[
Historical Data/ Description:

Tell Hisban is an Iron Age, Byzantine
and Islamic (Ayubbi/Mamlouk) site.

:ICOMOS/ TUCN b, & dxiyUas

Bibliographical References: W ol sy L3V sl Sl Jang
Herr, L. G. and Najjar, M., The Iron Age, P.p.323-345 in LYl s el ) gl
B. MacDoland, R. Adams and Bienkowski (eds.), The - T P2

Archeology of Jordan, Sheffieled 2001. (A.17) (B.IL3/10/12) (C IB/ I11/2/ IB2G.H )

Parg, K., A Walk in the Wadi Hesban. Palestine
Exploration Quarterly 123: 48-61. 1998.
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Herr, L. G. and Najjar, M., The Iron Age, P.p.323-345 in
B. MacDoland, R Adams and Bienkowski (eds.), The
Archeology of Jordan, Sheffieled 2001.

Parg, K., A Walk in the Wadi Hesban. Palestine
Exploration Quarterly 123: 48-61. 1998




Site # 8

8 # 5ol

Iraq Al Amir

Coordinates and Location:
Amman / UTM Zone 36
E 76022, N 353426

Date/ Period:

Hellenistic

Physical Description of Site:
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[rag Al Amir is located in a flat plain
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surrounded by high earthen mounds to
the west. The site is situated near the
western edge of the Iraq Al Amir Wadi.

ICOMOS/IUCN Categories:
ICOMOS, Hellenistic Palace.

Historical Data/ Description:
[raq Al Amir is the sole example of a
Hellenistic Palace found in the Near
East.
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Bibliographical References:
Philip, G., Early Bronze I-1ll Ages. P.p. 163-232 in B.
MacDonald, R. Adams and P. Bienkowski (eds.), The
Archeology of Jordan. Sheffield. 2001.

Schmid, S.G. The Nabatean Travellers Between
Lifestyles, in B. Macdonald, R, Adams and P.
Bienkowski (eds.), The Archeology of Jordan. Sheffield.
2001.

Brunnow, R and Von Domaszewksi, A., Die Provincia
Arabia, Sttasburg. 1904.

Bulter, H. C., Ancient Architecture in Syria. Publications
of Princeton University Archeological Expedition to
Syria. 1904-5 and 1909. (9 volumes) Leiden 1913.

o Jaond Moy A lial] Jamg 3,0
8l s pmy o daodl BV mry 5 B 0 05 e (5 SV 1A
(25,20l o 1) il

ol [ A, UL

) AP PR IOV (PN IROPE RO IV [ Ve

g2l )

Philip, G., Early Bronze I-Ill Ages. P.p. 163-232 in B.
MacDonald, R. Adams and P. Bienkowski (eds.), The
Archeology of Jordan. Sheffield. 2001.

Schmid, S.G. The Nabatean Travellers between
Lifestyles, in B Macdonald, R, Adams and P. Bienkowski
(eds.), The Archeology of Jordan. Sheffield. 2001.

Bulter, H. C., Ancient Architecture in Syria. Publications
of Princeton University Archeological Expedition to
Syria. 1904-5 and 1909. (9 volumes) Leiden 1913.




Site # 9 9 # g5l
Mukawir e

Coordinates and Location:
Madaba / UTM Zone 36 ol Yl 5 ad 5ol
E 7490, N 34956
UTM Zone 36 E 7490, N 34956 / Lsl
Date/ Period:
Roman .
5l /GJL::Jl
Physical Description of Site:
The archeological remains of Mukawir are Ll JI 5 2l
located on a high mountain surrounded by
deep valleys on three sides. The

fourth, eastern side, was used to 1AV sl 3Nl il
access the site due to its more gradual

grade. Several caves are dug into the G o0 el (g3l Blows a0 Jr e oy
slopes of the mountain. ol g o 255,20 Zg) e g
ICOMOS/IUCN Categories: G ymadl G S o e gamen a2l 55 LS Lol
ICOMOS, Roman Religious Site. Gl 5 It el o ol i el
Historical Data/ Description: e e 28 el Loy ol iy gl gl

The site is very important to several
historical periods including the Nabatean, Roman and

Byzantine periods. : ICOMOS/ IUCN b &) duiylas

Bibliographical References: s a0 S dslos N5 2l 30 L5V sl o Jay
Clermont-Ganneau, C., The Madaba Mosaic. Palestine 5 &les sl 5 pad e 0558 LAY WA ol 5 oz Al Sl e
Exploration Fund Quarterly Statement (1897) . L o i ‘

Piccirillo, M. and Allitata, E. The Madaba Map el Al Iy Lo doyad Lo Ll Jioy 5 somie Sl oL

Centenary 1897. Jerusalem. 1998.
(A.11) (B.11.9/10) (C1.B3/ 12 )
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Clermont-Ganneau, C., The Madaba Mosaic. Palestine
Exploration Fund Quarterly Statement (1897)

Piccirillo, M. & Allitata, E. The Madaba Map Centenary
1897. Jerusalem. 1998.




Site # 10

10 # g3 5ol

Jerash/Gerasa

Coordinates and Location:
Jerash / UTM Zone36
E 7723, N 35753

Date/ Period:

Roman and Byzantine

Physical Description of Site:
Located 48 km north of Amman in a quiet
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valley in the Gilead Mountains, Jerash
illustrates the grandeur of Imperial

Rome, as one of the largest and most
well preserved Roman cities outside of
Italy.

ICOMOS/IUCN Categories:
ICOMOS, Roman Decapolis City.

Historical Data/ Description:
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Jerash beautifully blends the Greco-
Roman world of the Mediterranean
basin and the ancient traditions of the Arab Orient.
Indeed, the name of the city itself reflects this
interaction. The earliest Arabic/Semitic inhabitants of
the area named their village Garshu. The Romans later
Hellenized the name into Gerasa and at the end of the
19th century; the Arab and Circassian inhabitants of the
small rural settlement transformed the Roman Gerasa
into the Arabic Jerash.

Bibliographical References:

Browning, 1., Jerash and the Decapolis. London 1982.
Northedge, A., Studies on Roman and Islamic Amman.
Vol.1 History, site & Architecture. British Academy
Monograph in Archeology Vol.3. Oxford 1992.
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Browning, 1., Jerash and the Decapolis. London 1982.
Northedge, A., Studies on Roman and Islamic Amman.
Vol.1 History, site & Architecture. British Academy
Monograph in Archeology Vol.3. Oxford 1992




Site # 11
Gadara

11 # 5ol

Coordinates and Location:
Irbid / UTM Zone 36
E7572, N 36165

Date/ Period:

Roman, Byzantine.

Physical Description of Site:
Gadara is located 110 km north of Amman
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on a broad promontory 378 meters

above sea level with a magnificent
view overlooking the Yarmouk River,
the Golan Heights, and Lake Tiberias.
Gadara was formerly one of the most
brilliant Greco-Roman cities of the
Decapolis. Biblical tradition holds
Gadara to be the location where Jesus
cast out the Devil from two demoniacs
(mad men) into a herd of pigs.
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ICOMOS/IUCN Categories:
[COMOS, Roman Decapolis City.

Historical Data/ Description:

Gadara was inhabited as early as the 7th century B.C.
The Greek historian, Polybius, described the region as
under Ptolemaic control at the time. The Seleucid ruler
Antiochus Il conquered it in 218 B.C., naming the city
Antiochia and Seleucia. In 63 B.C., Pompey liberated
Gadara and included it in the Roman Decapolis, a
league of ten cities.

Bibliographical References:

Northedge, A., Studies on Roman and Islamic Amman.
Vol.1 History, site & Architecture. British Academy
Monograph in Archeology Vol.3. Oxford 1992
Schumahcer, G., Abila, Pella and Northern Ajlun
“Within the Decapolis” London 1889.

: ICOMOS/ IUCN b 2) dxiae
580 5 g5l aanl) Wl s smy L5V glsall Sl o,
Llos )l peall el oy oty Ll o sl (il I

(A.4/10) (B.11.9/10) (C . A4/ 111/2/ 112G )

oyl | d, Wl UL

Eo3edl ooy e 3 Vel Jod oledl o A O3 e B Ll oS

5 218 L adlal § sl o 20lS Ll ilaiall o ¢ U
P i 3Yadl 1363 ple 3 Lo 5 Lptestl Byl oo 13300l
e sl 3ol e 5 L 8 laedly Slos I gon s 00my 00

‘ e Sl ) _zcadl ol

SN

Northedge, A., Studies on Roman and Islamic Amman.
Vol.1 History, site & Architecture. British Academy
Monograph in Archeology Vol.3. Oxford 1992
Schumahcer, G., Abila, Pella and Northern Ajlun
“Within the Decapolis” London 1889.




Site # 12
Pella

12 # o35

Coordinates and Location:
Irbid / UTM Zone 36
E 7459,N 35945

Date/ Period:

Bronze Age, Roman and Byzantine.

Physical Description of Site:
Set in the hills overlooking the Jordan River
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Valley, 78 km north of Amman, Pella,
known in Arabic as Tabaqgat Fahil, is
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one of the most ancient archeological
sites in Jordan and a favorite of
archaeologists as it is exceptionally
rich in antiquities. Pella is located in
close proximity to springs that run year
round.

ICOMOS/IUCN Categories:
[COMOS, Roman Decapolis City.
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Historical Data/ Description:

Archeological evidence suggests that the Tell itself has
been continuously inhabited since Neolithic times.
Moreover, additional evidence has been found 2 km
north of the Tell dating to Paleolithic periods,
approximately 100,000 years ago. In addition to the
exquisite ruins from the Greco-Roman period,
including an Odeon (theater) built into the hillside,
Pella offers visitors the opportunity to see several
artifacts from a Chalcolithic settlement from the 4th
century B.C., the remains of Bronze and Iron Age
walled cities, Byzantine churches and houses, an Early
[slamic Period residential quarter, and a small medieval
mosque.

Bibliographical References:

Northedge, A., Studies on Roman and Islamic Amman.
Vol.1 History, site & Architecture. British Academy
Monograph in Archeology Vol.3. Oxford 1992.
Schumahcer, G., Abila, Pella and Northern Ajlun
“Within the Decapolis” London 1889.
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Northedge, A., Studies on Roman and Islamic Amman.
Vol.1 History, site & Architecture. British Academy
Monograph in Archeology Vol.3. Oxford 1992
Schumahcer, G., Abila, Pella and Northern Ajlun
“Within the Decapolis” London 1889.




Site # 13
Deir Al Kahf

Coordinates and Location:
Mafraq / UTM Zone
37 E 2965, N 35739

Date/ Period:

Byzantine

Physical Description of Site:
Deir Al Kahf is located in a flat area
distinguished by the native basalt
stones and a nearby wadi.

ICOMOS/IUCN Categories:
[COMOS, Byzantine Village Site.

Historical Data/ Description:
This is a major Byzantine site with
partially destroyed architectural
remains. Evidence of a water system
was found at the site.

Bibliographical References:
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Fortress in Jordan P.p. 251-260 in K. ‘Amr et al. (eds.),

Studies in the History and Archeology of Jordan.
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Harding, G. L., The Antiquities of Jordan, London 1959.
Parker, T.S., Typology of Roman and Byzantine Fort and
Fortress in Jordan P.p. 251-260 in K. ‘Amr et al. (eds.),
studies in the History and Archeology of Jordan. Volume
V. Amman




Site # 14
Cave of Sleepers

Coordinates and Location:
Amman / UTM Zone 36
E 7816, N 35333

Date/ Period:

Roman/ Byzantine and Islamic

Physical Description of Site:

The Cave of Sleepers is built into a
limestone mountain scattered with
tamarisks and other natural flora. A major
wadi runs north east of the site.

ICOMOS/IUCN Categories:
ICOMOQOS, Byzantine Cave.

Historical Data/ Description:

The site dates back to the Roman Period.
The primary period of inhabitation was the
Byzantine Period. The Cave of Sleepers,
considered sacred to both Christians and
Muslims, consists of a cave with six burial
chambers inside, and a chapel (now
demolished) and two mosques built outside
the cave. The two mosques were added
during Islamic periods.

Bibliographical References:

Almargo, A., the Survey of Roman Monuments of

Amman. ADAJ. Vol.27,
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Almargo, A., the Survey of Roman Monuments of
Amman. ADAJ. Vol.27, Pp. 607-639. 1983.

Bisheh, G., Rock-Cut Tombs, At Rajib, ADAJ, Vol.18,
P.p.63-67, 1973
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Baptism Site ol ol s
Coordinates and Location:
Balga / UTM Zone 36 syl 5 a3 5l

E 74296, N 352558
UTM Zone 36 E 74296, N 352558 / <GilJl
Date/ Period:
Byzantine .
SJ.’(JJ‘ 9 /EJL’:J‘
Physical Description of Site: )
The Baptism Site’s archeological remains Ao el 5 2l
are located along the southern edge of
Wadi el-Kharrar, which leads down to

the Jordan River. The numerous JUEA [PPSR SRS
archeological sites are scattered over
small hills and barren terraces of lissan Loyl il dob e Lubaadd Y1 LI o

marl formation, the elevation ranges

from 340 to 380 meters below sea Ao gare o sedl g s LA ols Bl o
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ICOMOS/IUCN Categories: o 380-p 30 ] o i (s
ICOMOS, Byzantine Religious Site. el e o

Historical Data/ Description:
The combined Roman and Byzantine periods are
represented at the sites. The periods between the first
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century B.C. and the seventh century A.D. mark the 198 352 5 g SV LA Slio Jard Aoy Al oliall Joo 150l
period of human inhabitation. 4 a5 05 o] 5 pall Y S s Lol ) 5 el 520 35
Bibliographical References: 32U U Sl e e sall (B s oo el 2]
Nabulsi, A Tell al Kharrar-Area A Church- Square C2 (A.7) (B.IL.10) (CL.2/ IL2/ NIL.G ) .delgl wlicdl oo b it
Burials, Excavation and Human Osteological Report,

unpublished report. il ey I o il ads 1550 8 sl | i, W1 LI
Mohammad Waheeb. 2003: The Discovery of Bethany Rl Sl oA e Bl 0 2 1o ) RSB S
Beyond the Jordan “Site of Jesus’ Baptism.” Lostll 5 gl ol 15 28 3 a3 sll 50 5« gl (ot s alies

3Vl g ol o1 s s Yl J3le Y1 o A

g2l )

Nabulsi, A . Tell al Kharrar —Area A Church- Sqaure C2
Burials, Excavation and Human Osteological Report,
unpublished report.

Mohammad Waheeb. 2003: The Discovery of Bethany
Beyond the Jordan “site of Jesus Baptism”




Site # 16
Mount Nebo
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Coordinates and Location:
Madaba / UTM Zone 36
E 7581, N 35180

Date/ Period:

Byzantine

Physical Description of Site:
Mount Nebo is located at the peak of a
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high mountain overlooking the Jordan River
Valley and the surrounding areas. The

famous Ayyun Mosa (Moses Spring)
runs in the valley northeast of the site.

ICOMOS/IUCN Categories:
ICOMOS, Byzantine Religious Site.

Historical Data/ Description:
Located approximately 10 km
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northwest of Madaba, Mount Nebo is
believed to be one of the possible sites
of the tomb of Moses. A building was recently
constructed on the summit to protect the stunning and
well-preserved mosaic floors, remains of a 4th century
church. From Mt. Nebo one has a panoramic view
across the Jordan River Valley and Dead Sea. On a
clear day it is possible to see the towers on the Mount
of Olives in Jerusalem. The 6th century church of Al
Makhayyat featuring beautiful and well preserved
mosaics is also located in the area.

Bibliographical References:
Robinson, E., Biblical Researches in Palestine and in

Adjacent Regions. A Journal of Travels in the Year 1838.

Volume I. Second Edition. Boston. 1860a.
Robinson, E., Biblical Researches in Palestine and in

Adjacent Regions. A Journal of Travels in the Year 1838.

Volume I. Second Edition. Boston. 1860b.
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Robinson, E., Biblical Researches in Palestine and in
Adjacent Regions. A journal of Travels in the year 1838.
Volume . second Edition. Boston. 1860a.

Robinson, E., Biblical Researches in Palestine and in
Adjacent Regions. A journal of Travels in the year 1838.
Volume 1. second Edition. Boston. 1860b




Site # 17

17 # 5ol

Umm Jimal

Coordinates and Location:
Mafraq / UTM Zone37
E 2523, N 35800

Date/ Period:

Nabatean, Byzantine.

Physical Description of Site:
Located 80 km northeast of Amman and 12
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km east of Mafraq on the Baghdad

Highway, are the archeological
remains of the Roman-Byzantine (and
possible earlier Nabateans) city of
Umm Jimal. The numerous buildings
that make up the fortress, the oldest of
which is a Christian church, are made
from the native black basalt which
gives the city a forbidding appearance.
The ruins of this unique site cover over
1000 dunums.
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ICOMOS/IUCN Categories:
ICOMOS, Byzantine Village.

Historical Data/ Description:
A medium sized walled city, built of black basalt stone,
with several churches from the Byzantine Period.

Bibliographical References:

Harding, G. L., The Antiquities of Jordan, London 1959.

Al- Abidi; M., Islamic Sites in Palestine and Jordan.
Amman 1973.

Northedge, A., Studies on Roman and Islamic Amman.
Vol.1 History, Site & Architecture. British Academy
Monograph in Archeology Vol.3. Oxford 1992.

De Vries, B., Umm el- Jimal: A Tour Guide. Amman
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Harding, G. L., The Antiquities of Jordan, London 1959.

Al- Abidi; M., Islamic Sites in Palestine and Jordan.
Amman 1973

Northedge, A., Studies on Roman and Islamic Amman.
Vol.1 History, site & Architecture. British Academy
Monograph in Archeology Vol.3. Oxford 1992

De Vries, B., Umm el- Jimal: A tour Guide. Amman

1982.
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Hayyan S
Coordinates and Location:
Mafraq / UTM Zone 37 sl Yl 5 a3 5l

E 2335, N 35739
UTM Zone 37 E 2335, N 35739 [ 4]l

Date/ Period:

Byzantine
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Physical Description of Site:
Hayyan is located in an area rich in ddai 5 dl 5 il
limestone.
ICOMOS/IUCN Categories: s gAY sal) 53 i)
ICOMOS, Religious Byzantine Village
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Historical Data/ Description:
kil sds b &,

A significant Byzantine site featuring
several recently excavated churches
found to be among of the earliest
known examples of Byzantine
churches in the Middle East.
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Fortress in Jordan P.p. 251-260 in K. ‘Amr et al. (eds.),

Studies in the History and Archeology of Jordan. gl el
Volume V. Amman.

Harding, G. L., The Antiquities of Jordan, London 1959.
Parker, T.S., Typology of Roman and Byzantine Fort and
Fortress in Jordan P.p. 251-260 in K. ‘Amr et al. (eds.),
studies in the History and Archeology of Jordan. Volume
V. Amman




Site # 19
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Azraq Castle

Coordinates and Location:
Zarqa/UTM Zone37
E 2925, N 35259

Date/ Period:

Islamic

Physical Description of Site:
Azraq Castel is located in the Hara Desert,
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an area characterized by black basalt

stone located 55 km northeast of
Amman and 50 km northwest of
Azrag. Atthe time of its inhabitancy
the Castle was surrounded by lakes.

ICOMOS/IUCN Categories:
ICOMOS, Islamic Castle.

Historical Data/ Description:
Azraq Castle is an expansive fort
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currently in need of restoration.

Formerly thought to be from the Roman period, recent
excavations have shown that it was constructed in the
12th century A.D. during the Ayubbi-Mamluk period.
Many of the stones used in the construction of the fort
bear Nabatean, Greek and Latin inscriptions indicating
that they were brought from nearby sites occupied in
the Byzantine period.

Bibliographical References:

Harding, G. L., The Antiquities of Jordan, London 1959.

Al- Abidi; M., Islamic Sites in Palestine and Jordan.
Amman 1973.

Northedge, A., Studies on Roman and Islamic Amman.
Vol.1 History, Site & Architecture. British Academy
Monograph in Archeology Vol.3. Oxford 1992.
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Harding, G. L., The Antiquities of Jordan, London 1959.
Al- Abidi; M., Islamic Sites in Palestine and Jordan.
Amman 1973

Northedge, A., Studies on Roman and Islamic Amman.
Vol.1 History, site & Architecture. British Academy
Monograph in Archeology Vol.3. Oxford 1992

site & Architecture. British Academy Monograph in
Archeology Vol.3. Oxford 1992
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Qaser Al Mushatta Lil)l s

Coordinates and Location:
Amman / UTM Zone 37 ol Yl 5 ad 5ol
E2167, N 735155
UTM Zone 37 E 2167, N 735155 | gles

Date/ Period:

Islamic

SJ.’(JJ' 9 /CU‘L:J‘
Physical Description of Site:
Qaser Al Mushatta is located in a flat semi- LYY 5 2l
desert characterized by small valleys and
tributaries.

1AV gsall 33 o
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Historical Data/ Description:

Qaser Al Mushatta is the closest castle to : ICOMOS/ IUCN b i dxilas

Amman. It is an enormous, unfinished

structure with three vaulted brick .halls a5 e o)be g5 Y S Slio Jamy @dsedl

featuring elaborate columns, carvings and .
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Bibliographical References:
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Al- Abidi; M., Islamic Sites in Palestine and Jordan.
Amman 1973

Northedge, A., Studies on Roman and Islamic Amman.
Vol.1 History, site & Architecture. British Academy
Monograph in Archeology Vol.3. Oxford 1992




Site # 21
Qttraneh

Coordinates and Location:
Kerak / UTM Zone 37
E 2181, N 34604

Date/ Period:

Islamic

Physical Description of Site:
The Qttraneh Fort is located in a flat semi-
desert area. The site includes an
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Ottoman Fort built on the Haj route,
with a large pool nearby. The site was
restored by the Department of
Antiquities.

ICOMOS/IUCN Categories:
ICOMOS, Islamic Fortress.

istorical Dataa/ Description: A Haj fort
was built near the old pilgrims’ road
with several water installations.
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Harding, G. L., The Antiquities of Jordan, London 1959.
Parker, T.S., Typology of Roman and Byzantine Fort and
Fortress in Jordan P.p. 251-260 in K. ‘Amr et al. (eds.),
studies in the History and Archeology of Jordan. Volume
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Site # 22
Mu’ta Shrines
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Coordinates and Location:
Kerak / UTM Zone 36
E 7571, N 34571

Date/ Period:

Islamic

Physical Description of Site:
The Mu'ta Shrines are located in the fertile
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plains adjacent to a modern village.

ICOMOS/IUCN Categories:
ICOMOS, Religious Shrine.

Historical Data/ Description:

The Mu'ta Shrines honor the Holy Companions of the
Prophet Mohammad. The site consists of several tombs
with a recently constructed mosque nearby.

Bibliographical References:

Harding, G. L., The Antiquities of Jordan, London 1959.

Al- Abidi; M., Islamic Sites in Palestine and Jordan.
Amman 1973

Northedge, A., Studies on Roman and Islamic Amman.
Vol.1 History, site & Architecture. British Academy
Monograph in Archeology Vol.3. Oxford 1992
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Amman 1973

Northedge, A., Studies on Roman and Islamic Amman.
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Coordinates and Location:
Agaba / UTM Zone 36 JOIWRER [P PN
E 6939, N 32684
UTM Zone 36 E 6939, N 32684 | Lis|

Date/ Period:
[slamic .
5l /GJL::Jl
Physical Description of Site:
Ayla is a major archeological site located e Y Y15 il
on the Red Sea coast composed of the

remains of a Fatimide Period city in need

of additional restoration and development. JUEA [PPSR SRS
ICOMOS/IUCN Categories: Al Jole o a5 A LS )l gLl e L
ICOMOS, Islamic City. 3 Ebll 5 05 B U e 055 e s
Historical Data/ Description: ooy s I oy sl i Lo
Architectural remains of a Fatimide Period
city.
Y : ICOMOS/ IUCN b, o) dadlas
(A.9) (B.II.12) (C II 9b)
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Bibliographical References:
Harding, G. L., The Antiquities of Jordan, London 1959.
Al- Abidi; M., Islamic Sites in Palestine and Jordan.

Amman 1973. el

Northedge, A., Studies on Roman and Islamic Amman.

Vol.1 History, Site & Architecture. British Academy Harding, G. L., The Antiquities of Jordan, London 1959.

Monograph in Archeology Vol.3. Oxford 1992. Al- Abidi; M., Islamic Sites in Palestine and Jordan.
Amman 1973

Northedge, A., Studies on Roman and Islamic Amman.
Vol.1 History, site & Architecture. British Academy
Monograph in Archeology Vol.3. Oxford 1992




Site # 24

244 35l

Humaymah

Coordinates and Location:
Aqgaba / UTM Zone 36
E 7246, N 33159

Date/ Period:

Nabatean, Byzantine, and Islamic.

Physical Description of Site:
Humaymah is one of the most significant

o
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UTM Zone 36 E 7246, N 33159 | ddall
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sites located between southern Ma’an

and Northern Agaba. The site has
archeological evidence from the
Roman, Nabatean, and Islamic periods
including structures and a water
system.

ICOMOS/IUCN Categories:
[COMOS, Byzantine and Islamic
Archeological Site.
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Historical Data/ Description:
There is a large settlement area consisting of several
buildings and a water system.

Bibliographical References:

Harding, G. L., The Antiquities of Jordan. London,
1959.

Al- Abidi; M., Islamic Sites in Palestine and Jordan.
Amman, 1973.

Northedge, A., Studies on Roman and Islamic Amman.

Vol.1 History, Site & Architecture. British Academy
Monograph in Archeology Vol.3. Oxford 1992.

: ICOMOS/ TUCN b ) &xias.

(A.111) (B.I1.10/11/12)

ol [ A, UL

.Mguf%)gpinygjiﬁixjo&:wl&hu

SN

Harding, G. L., The Antiquities of Jordan, London 1959.
Al- Abidi; M., Islamic Sites in Palestine and Jordan.
Amman 1973

Northedge, A., Studies on Roman and Islamic Amman.
Vol.1 History, site & Architecture. British Academy
Monograph in Archeology Vol.3. Oxford 1992




Site # 25 25 # g5l
Qaser Al Hallabat el

Coordinates and Location:
Zarqa/ UTM Zone37 ol ol
E 2479, N 35540
UTM Zone37 E 2479, N 35540 / -3, ;)

Date/ Period:

Roman and Islamic

SJ.’(JJ‘ 9 /cuu‘
Physical Description of Site:
Qaser Al Hallabat is located on a high AV 5l 5 dsle M 5 all
mountain surrounded by semi desert
plains in the area of Wadi Dhuliel. & &_;;‘yi Ssall ol :éﬁjl sl 34l oyl

. g Blows (2,1 e i o dilare

ICOMOS/IUCN Categories: s o 2V gl oo Do Lihie e
ICOMOS, Islamic Palace. ekl gsls Bl o ans

Historical Data/ Description:
Qaser Al Hallabat, originally
constructed as a watchtower, was later
transformed into a castellum and (A.8) (B. 13) (C II8/IIIA )

subsequently a palace.

: ICOMOS/ TUCN b, &) &l
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Bibliographical References:
Harding, G. L., The Antiquities of Jordan, London 1959.
Al- Abidi; M., Islamic Sites in Palestine and Jordan.
Amman 1973
Northedge, A., Studies on Roman and Islamic Amman.
Vol.1 History, Site & Architecture. British Academy
Monograph in Archeology Vol.3. Oxford 1992.

Harding, G. L., The Antiquities of Jordan, London 1959.
Al- Abidi; M., Islamic Sites in Palestine and Jordan.
Amman 1973

Northedge, A., Studies on Roman and Islamic Amman.
Vol.1 History, site & Architecture. British Academy
Monograph in Archeology Vol.3. Oxford 1992




Site # 26
Kerak Castle

26 # 3 )

Coordinates and Location:
Kerak / UTM Zone 36
E7575, N 34529

Date/ Period:

Crusader and Islamic

Physical Description of Site:
Kerak Castle is located on a rocky hill
overlooking the nearby wadies, 124

ERS[PAC
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UTM Zone 36 E7575, N 34529 [ & s
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km south of Amman. The Crusaders
made Kerak (biblical Charach Mouba)
famous with the construction of the
fortress.

ICOMOS/IUCN Categories:
ICOMOS, Crusader and Islamic Castle.

Historical Data/ Description:
The Kerak Castle was built in 1142 by

s AV 3sal) 3 ho i

%gsl‘%ou&yﬂiﬂ,lﬁf124 J.;Uvj_;c;;

: ICOMOS/ TUCN b, &) &xilas

Payen le Bouteiller, Lord of Montreal

and the Province of Oultre Jourdain. The Castle was
constructed on the remains of earlier citadels, which
date back to Nabatean times. Due to Kerak's strategic
location on the King's Highway, Payen le Bouteiller
made Kerak the new capital of the province, controlling
all north-south traffic in the area and profiting on the
trade by imposing tolls.

Bibliographical References:

Harding, G. L., The Antiquities of Jordan, London 1959.
Parker, T.S., Typology of Roman and Byzantine Fort and
Fortress in Jordan P.p. 251-260 in K. ‘Amr et al. (eds.),
Studies in the History and Archeology of Jordan.
Volume V. Amman.
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Harding, G. L., The Antiquities of Jordan, London 1959.
Parker, T.S., Typology of Roman and Byzantine Fort and
Fortress in Jordan P.p. 251-260 in K. ‘Amr et al. (eds.),
studies in the History and Archeology of Jordan. Volume
V. Amman




Site # 27
Shobak

27 # 35l

Coordinates and Location:
Kerak / UTM Zone36
E 7615, N 35337

Date/ Period:

Crusaders

Physical Description of Site:
Located 190 km south of Amman and less

L)l dals
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than an hour north of Petra, the

impressive castle of Shobak stands as a
lonely reminder of the area's former
Crusader grandeur. Shobak is located
atop a mountain which rises above a
rugged landscape dotted with native
fruit trees.

ICOMOS/IUCN Categories:
ICOMOS, Crusader Fortress.
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Historical Data/ Description:

Shobak was built in 1115 by Jerusalem's King Baldwin |
to guard the road from Damascus to Egypt. Shobak was
the first in a series of similar strongholds in the Latin
Kingdom of Jerusalem.

Salahuddin Al-Ayyoubi (Saladin) attacked Shobak on
several occasions, finally capturing it in 1189, as the
Crusaders were beginning to lose their foothold in the
Holy Land. Inscriptions by Saladin's proud successors
appear on the castle walls. In 1260, Shobak passed to
the Mamluks who restored the castle, adorning its walls
and towers with Arabic inscriptions.

Bibliographical References:

Harding, G. L., The Antiquities of Jordan, London 1959.
Al- Abidi; M., Islamic Sites in Palestine and Jordan.
Amman 1973.

Northedge, A., Studies on Roman and Islamic Amman.
Vol.1 History, Site & Architecture. British Academy
Monograph in Archeology Vol.3. Oxford 1992.
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Harding, G. L., The Antiquities of Jordan, London 1959.
Al- Abidi; M., Islamic Sites in Palestine and Jordan.
Amman 1973

Northedge, A., Studies on Roman and Islamic Amman.
Vol.1 History, site & Architecture. British Academy
Monograph in Archeology Vol.3. Oxford 1992




Site # 28
Yarmouk Valley

Coordinates and Location
Traverses the north of Jordan

Physical Description of Site

The Yarmouk Valley is characterized by
fertile soils, steep limestone cliffs and deep
sloping terrain. The Valley contains
numerous tributaries with dense vegetation
and perennial water systems. Higher
sections of the hills are covered with
deciduous oak forests.

ICOMOS/IUCN Categories:
[UCN. The Yarmouk Valley is an
integral section of one of the most
significant routes for global bird
migration on this side of the globe.
Nationally and regionally endangered
bird species can be found in the
Yarmouk Valley.

Historical Data/ Description

28 # o35l
.i]_,.nxﬂ %g.blj

oYl s gl
[)J)S” JLN:I

UTM Zone36 E 7782, N 35280

3 5 f

lyaocs oo ke 1o I a8 pall 334l Cio )l

A Sls o g 0 Al I dgzie dies

b dioms il 0y o (5505 dieall e )
e 355 WS LW Ll 5 LS il

seeis bl ol Lew B lall el jasedl
ST Syl sl &G didaiadl

i)l [ A, UL

A (b ) Bt o 5 5505 Lol il

Several important heritage sites are located in or near
the Yarmouk Valley including the upper sections of
Jadara (Um Qais) from the Roman and Byzantine
Periods.

e srall el sl Joas Lome 5 ezl 5 s ) il ) g5
3 Gooel3] Bl Ll 5 Ll 1N o )l L s 5 531
3 plgall dolsy | salal) Lols it e

SN

Al-Eisawi D., Vegetation of Jordan. Jordan 1996

Disi A. etl., Jordan Country Study on Biological
Diversity 2002

Andrews 1., The Birds of the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan 1995

Birdlife & RSCN, Important Birds Areas of Jordan 2000

Bibliographical References:
Vegetation of Jordan. UNESCO, 1996.




Site # 29
Dead Sea

29 # 3l

Coordinates and Location
From north to south as follows:
E3525'11.916 —N 31 18' 9.596
E35 33'28.665 — N 31 45' 16.482

Physical Description of Site

The Dead Sea is the saltiest large water
body in the world. Its spectacular
landscape is characterized by high
mountain cliffs, deep canyons and green

el ol

ol Yl 5 o3yl
sl il

E 3525'11.916 — N 31 18' 9.596

E35 33" 28.665 — N 31 45' 16.482

oases, which stand in stark contrast to

3 5 f

its desert surroundings. The Dead Sea
basin is home to indigenous fauna
such as leopards, ibex and hundreds of
bird species, including the globally
threatened Lesser Kestrel and Giriffin
Vulture. Thirteen endemic plant
species are found in the tropical
elements of the basin. lon is ten times
higher than that found in the

sl sl
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Mediterranean.

ICOMOS/IUCN Categories:
IUCN, Earth's History, Endemic Flora and Fauna
Species and Sub-Species.

Historical Data/ Description

The Dead Sea is truly a cradle of human heritage with
sites of great importance to Islam, Christianity and
Judaism found throughout the area including Mount
Nebo, the Qumran caves, the Baptism Site of Jesus and
the Islamic fortress of Karak.

Bibliographical References:
Unrevealed Beauty, 2006.
Vegetation of Jordan. UNESCO, 1996.
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Tal D., Haramati M.Unrevealed beauty. Israel. 2006
Al-Eisawi D.Vegetation of Jordan. Jordan. 1996

Disi A. etl., Jordan Country Study on Biological
Diversity 2002

Andrews 1., The Birds of the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan 1995

Birdlife & RSCN, Important Birds Areas of Jordan 2000




Site # 30

30 # g el

Jordan River Valley

Physical Description of Site

The Jordan River Valley's geomorphic
development from its headwaters in the
Syrian-African rift to its outlet in the Dead
Sea is uniquely typified by its status as the
lowest river in the world. The river flows
through the Great Rift Valley, eroding its
way through the valley, forming a
secondary trough some 60 meters deep,
which has distinct upper, lower and middle
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zones. The topography of the Valley

spans from 914 meters above sea level
at Mt. Hermon to the Dead Sea at 396
meters below sea level. With an
average width of 30 meters, the Jordan
River twists and curves for 220 km,
more than twice its straight-line
distance.

ICOMOS/IUCN Categories:
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IUCN, Lowest Fresh Water System on
Earth, Endemic Flora Species,
Regionally Endangered Flora and Fauna.

Historical Data/ Description

From pre-historic times through the Bronze, Iron,
Roman, Byzantine and Islamic ages the Jordan River
Valley has been home to numerous sites of significant
regional cultural heritage including villages, unique
habitats, agriculture, military and religious sites.

Bibliographical References:

A River Meandering Through the Crossroads of
Civilization. Friends of the Earth Middle East Report,
2004.

Jordan Country Study on Biological Diversity. The
General Corporation for the Environment Protection.
1998.

Friends of the Earth Report. A river meandering through
the crossroads of civilization. 2004

Al-Eisawi D., Vegetation of Jordan. Jordan 1996

Disi A. etl., Jordan Country Study on Biological
Diversity 2002.

Birdlife & RSCN, Important Birds Areas of Jordan 2000
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The general corporation for the environment protection.
Jordan country study on biological diversity. 1998
Andrews 1., The Birds of the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan 1995




Site # 31
Wadi Araba

31 # gl

Coordinates and Location
East of Jordan

Physical Description of Site

Wadi Araba extends from the south end of
the Dead Sea to the Gulf of Agaba on the
Red Sea. The elevation of the Wadi ranges
between 300 meters below sea level to 200
meters above sea level extending a length
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of approximately 190 km. Wadi Araba is
mainly composed of stony and gravelly

SEPUEEN JER]

outwash plains and mobile sand dune
deserts, with sabkhah (saline mudflats).
The natural vegetation of the valley
plain and lower slopes has been
greatly modified by cultivation and
grazing. In the stonier sections of
Wadi Araba natural vegetation is
considerably more intact; a tropical
Sudanian species of tree, dwarf-shrub,
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Acacia, Balanites, Tamarix, Calotropis,

Maerua, Salvadora, Ochradenus and Panicum are all
prominent. The Wadi is characterized by intermixing
land types including sand dunes, salt marsh, granite
and stony alluvial fans that flow from the eastern
mountains.

ICOMOS/IUCN Categories

IUCN, Major Fly Way for Global Bird Migration, filter
of Endangered Species belonging to different bio-
geographic regions, Unique Landscapes Mosaic.

Historical Data/ Description

The archeological excavations conducted in the area
have revealed the presence of pre-historic cities from
the Neolithic and Chalcolithic periods, in addition to
ruins from the Bronze, Roman and Islamic periods.

Bibliographical References:

Jordan Country Study on Biological Diversity. The
General Corporation for the Environment Protection,
1998.

Vegetation of Jordan. UNESCO, 1996.

Al-Eisawi D. Vegetation of Jordan. Jordan, 1996

Disi A. etl., Jordan Country Study on Biological
Diversity 2002.

Andrews 1., The Birds of the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan 1995

Birdlife & RSCN, Important Birds Areas of Jordan 2000
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Jordan country study on biological diversity. Jordan,
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Site 32
Barqosh Forest

Coordinates and Location
UTM Zone: 36, E 7566, N 35926

Physical Description of Site

Dense oak forest located on the western
slopes of the Yarmouk and Jordan river
valleys. The dominant trees in the forest are
evergreen quercus, and pestachia. The
forest is characterized by fertile soil (Terra
Rosa) and limestone cliffs

ICOMOS/IUCN Categories
IUCN, Regionally Endangered Species,
southern limit for the Sciurus anomalus
syriacus in the Northern Hemisphere.

Historical Data/ Description

The area was inhabited during the Classical
Periods. Several olive presses were
discovered in the area.

Bibliographical References:

Jordan Antiquities Database and Information System.
The Department of Antiquities of Jordan and the

American Center of Oriental Research, 1994.
Vegetation of Jordan. UNESCO, 1996.
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The department of antiquities of Jordan and the
American center of oriental research. Jordan antiquities
database and information system. Jordan. 1994
Al-Eisawi D., Vegetation of Jordan. Jordan. 1996

Disi A. etl., Jordan Country Study on Biological
Diversity 2002

Andrews 1., The Birds of the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan 1995




Site # 33 33 # 5ol
Mudawarra Desert

3)}.\0.” ;'N
Coordinates and Location
UTM Zone: 36, E 77980, N 354367 ol sl
Date/ Period UTM Zone: 36 E 77980 , N 35436
Ottoman
Physical Description of Site: 3 fpylel
The Mudawarra Desert is characterized by
a desert plain with mixed Hamada Lolazall 5zl
vegetation and sand dune vegetation
penetrated by shallow wadi systems.
This desert is dominated by calcareous Sl a3l Cio i
soil covered with flint in some areas.
The presence of mudflats indicates oo Lyl oo 5y oo J515 Bl o J

shallow water aquifers in the area.
Ol 5 Blex UL o Lk g oy 2o

ICOMOS/IUCN Categories JUo Il dalardl s . L dghe )l GLiSTl 5 ias
IUCN, Intact Desert Ecosystem in the . i "
Region, History of Human Inhabitation 355 ddl sall ) seall o sas 3 2y g AdSU
with Sustainable Practices, and oo S 3sms e Joy Bl J e
Endangered Birds and Mammal
Species.

: ICOMOS/ TUCN b, &) &l
Historical Data/ Description:
The Haj Fort in the area dates back to the Ottoman o2V f,b e Saoy « ITUCN
period.
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Bibliographical References:

Jordan Antiquities Database and Information System.

The Department of Antiquities of Jordan and the el
American Center of Oriental Research. 1994.

The department of antiquities of Jordan and the
American center of oriental research. Jordan antiquities
database and information system. Jordan. 1994
Al-Eisawi D., Vegetation of Jordan. Jordan 1996

Disi A. etl., Jordan Country Study on Biological
Diversity 2002

Andrews 1., The Birds of the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan 1995
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