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Note of Gratitude

PUSH would like to recognize and thank the European Union Partnership for Peace Programme for selecting
our project and the Norwegian Foreign Ministry and the Beracha Foundation for their support, without which
our work could not be undertaken.

Furthermore, the project is indebted to Al Quds University’s administration, particularly; President Sari
Nusseibeh, Executive Vice President Dr. Hasan Dweik, Director of the Department of Grants and Projects
Amin Dawabshe and Financial Officer Sameh Hallaqg; Bezalel Academy of Art and Design’s administration,
particularly President Arnon Zuckerman, Vice President of Finances and Administration Kinneret Ben-Amram,
Chief Accountant Larry David and Dr. Yaarah Baron, Deputy President for Academic Affairs; and the Jordan
Society for Sustainable Development’s Board of Directors, Vice President Mungeth Mehyar and Financial
Manager Samer Al Khateeb for supporting this project wholeheartedly.

PUSH would like to offer a special thank you to the staff of Friends of the Earth Middle East in Tel Aviv,
Amman and Bethlehem particularly: Gidon Bromberg, Mira Edelstein, Abdel Rahman Sultan and Nader
Khateeb for their expert advice throughout the project. Additional thanks are due to the many international,
regional and local academics and professionals for their participation in our activities and workshops. Great
thanks are due to Moshe Caine who single handedly designed, set up and manages the PUSH website (www.
pushproject.org). Finally, thank you to the Jerusalem International YMCA and the Three Arches Restaurant for
graciously hosting our numerous meetings, workshops and conferences.

The views expressed are those of PUSH and do not necessarily represent the views of Al Quds University,
Bezalel Academy for Art and Design, the Jordan Society for Sustainable Development, the project advisors or
our financial supporters.
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Expert Authors:

Dr. Yusuf Natsheh serves as PUSH Project Manager for Al Quds University. Dr. Natsheh is an art historian
specialized in Jerusalem architectural development; he is a lecturer at Al-Quds University. Dr. Natsheh was
recently nominated as the key Palestinian expert for the UNESCO mission to Jerusalem.

Professor Michael Turner serves as PUSH Project Manager for Bezalel Academy. Professor Turner is a
practicing architect, currently teaching in the Department of Architecture at the Bezalel Academy holding the
UNESCO Chair in Urban Design and Conservation Studies. He serves on many professional-academic bodies
including functioning as the incumbent Chairman of the Israel World Heritage Committee.

Mr. Khaled Nassar serves as PUSH Project Manager for the Jordan Society for Sustainable Development
(JSSD). Mr. Nassar is the General Director of JSSD and an ecologist and environmental management
specialist. He served at the Royal Society for Conservation of Nature as the central ecologist for nature
reserves in Jordan and is considered one of the key biodiversity and natural heritage consultants in Jordan.

Ms. Elizabeth Koch is the PUSH Project Coordinator responsible for managing and harmonizing the work of
the three partner institutions as well as overseeing the project’s full implementation.

Dr. Marwan Fayaz Abu Khalef is a practicing archaeologist specializing in Islamic Art. Dr. Khalef recently
served as the Director of the Institute of Islamic Archaeology and lectures at Al Quds University.

Architect Osama Hamdam is a practicing architect, specializing in the conservation and restoration of
historical sites. He current serves as the Director of the Mosaic Center in Jericho and is a lecturer in the
Department of Conservation and Restoration at Al Quds University.

Mr. Mohammad Jaradat is a practicing archaeologist, specializing in applying archaeological databases and
geographic information systems to the field of antiquities.

Dr. Doron Bar is a cultural-geographer, researching holy spaces and pilgrimage sites. He teaches at the
Department of Theory and History at the Bezalel Academy and at the Schechter Institute of Jewish Studies.

Architect David Guggenheim is a practicing architect specializing in conservation and renewal projects.

He is a senior lecturer, in the Department of Architecture at the Bezalel Academy. He serves on many
professional-academic bodies in Israel and abroad including the ICOMOS Scientific Committee on Vernacular
Architecture.

Mr. Moshe Caine is a practicing photographer and multimedia producer specializing in digital imaging, virtual
reality and interactive communications. He is a senior lecturer, in the Department of Photography and Digital
Imaging at the Bezalel Academy.

Dr. Mohammed Waheeb currently serves on the faculty of the Queen Rania Institute of Tourism and Heritage
at the Hashemite University. Dr. Waheeb is considered one of the foremost experts on archaeology and
tourism in the region. Dr. Waheeb discovered and directed the excavation of the Bethany Beyond the River
Baptism Site for six years. He is also a board member at the Jordan Society for Sustainable Development.
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Mr. Salam El Labadi currently serves as the Manager of JSSD’s Agaba office. He is ecologist and
environmental specialist with previous experience as an Environmental Auditor in Saudi Arabia and Projects
Coordinator for the Royal Marine Conservation Society.

Ms. Rawan Haddad is responsible for the day-to-day administrative duties of the JSSD team. Ms. Haddad
holds a diploma in Administration and has many years of experience with JSSD in a variety of fields including
public relations and project management.

Assistant Students from the Bezalel Academy Department of Architecture:
Josef Israelshvili, Coordinator, Rena Wasser and Anat Dror

Assistant Students from Al Quds University:
Arafat Muhammad Musa ‘Amer, Ghalab Ahmad Abu Deiab and lbrahim Igteat

Editorial:

Dr. Yusuf Natsheh, Al Quds University

Professor Michael Turner, Bezalel Academy

Mr. Khaled Nassar, Jordan Society for Sustainable Development
Ms. Elizabeth Koch, PUSH Project Coordinator

Editorial Advisor:

Neil Asher Silberman has formulated and coordinated projects in heritage policy and public interpretation
in Europe, the United States, the Middle East, and Asia. He currently serves as Chair of the ICOMOS
International Scientific Committee on Interpretation and Presentation. He is an author and historian with a
career-long interest in the politics and the social context of heritage, history, and archaeology.

Photography:

Mr. Luca Tommasini, Al Quds University

Ms. Milina Bromiger and Ms. Tal Jabotinsky, Bezalel Academy of Art and Design

Mr. Nader Daoud and Hasan Tamemi, Jordan Society for Sustainable Development

Mr. Aviad Sar Shalom - Migratory Flyways

Zila Sagiv, Mariana Salzburger — by the courtesy of the Israel Antiquities Authority

Dr. Tsvika Tsuk - Caesarea, Ovdat, Masada

Mr. Dotan Rotem - Migratory Flyways

Mr. Doron Nisim - Tel Be’er Sheva and the INPA Archives - Beit She’an and Mount Carmel by the courtesy of
the Israel Nature and Parks Authority

Graphic Design, Maps and Layout:

Professor Yehuda Hofshi, Visual Communication Department of Bezalel Academy of Art and Design
Karmel Kamal Abuzlaf, Graduate of the Visual Communication Department of Bezalel Academy of Art and
Design
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Expert Peer Reviewers:

The PUSH Project has the good fortune of working with a select group of expert peer reviewers who have
continuously offered their advice, expertise and support to enhance our methodology and publications. We
are extremely grateful for their involvement.

Professor Abdel Aziz M. Abdel Aziz, Al-Albeit University

Mr. Adnan Budieri, Environmental Consultant

Professor Henry Cleere, Former World Heritage Coordinator, ICOMOS

Professor Simon Goldhill, Fellow, King’s College, University of Cambridge

Dr. Nazmi al-dJubeh, Director Riwaqg Center

Professor Ora Limor, Vice President for Academic Affairs, Open University

Dr. Claudia Liuzza, Ename Center

Professor Daniele Pini, University of Ferrara

Neil Asher Silberman, Chair of the ICOMOS International Scientific Committee on Interpretation

Guests:

Dr. Saleh Lamei, Director of the Centre for Conservation and Preservation of Islamic Architectural Heritage,
Cairo

Dr. Muna Hendieh, Department of Environmental Science, Jordan University of Science & Technology
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Introduction to PUSH

The idea for the Promoting dialogue and cultural Understanding of our Shared Heritage (PUSH) project
developed through many discussions between faculty members and administrative representatives from Al
Quds University and Bezalel Academy of Art and Design with the aim of encouraging cooperation between
academics in the region. Bolstered by the addition of The Jordan Society for Sustainable Development, the
tri-lateral PUSH project aims to create a regional dialogue on issues of cultural and natural heritage, resulting
in concrete benefits at the national and regional levels.

The PUSH project builds on the UNESCO recommendations for academic networking and dialogue to foster
mutual respect for cultural and natural heritage. To that aim, PUSH works to break down cultural prejudices
by building greater understanding of the region’s shared heritage as a means to respect and appreciate the
cultures of the ‘other’ thereby advancing peace in the region. Furthermore, by identifying important sites

of shared natural and cultural heritage, PUSH brings international attention to the rich cultural and natural
heritage of the region in need of preservation.

Since the PUSH project was initiated in October 2006, the three partners have worked to synthesize the
available inventories of cultural and natural heritage through discussions with stakeholders including other
universities, research institutions, private consultants and local non-governmental organizations. This
process resulted in the publication of three parallel draft inventories of shared heritage sites, each of which
illustrate the important historical, cultural and natural heritage shared by the peoples of the region. In June
2007, the three teams, joined by international and regional experts, gathered to discuss these important
publications at the PUSH Regional Workshop. The Workshop’s guest speakers and plenary discussions
greatly contributed to the structure and content of Our Shared Heritage. An Executive Summary of the
Regional Workshop, the draft inventories and a wealth of other information about PUSH is available on our
website at www.pushproject.org.

The Our Shared Heritage publication is both a fusion of the national inventories and an evolution of the
tri-lateral team’s understanding of the region’s shared natural and cultural heritage. This publication aims

Push-9-full-book.indd 22-23

to facilitate further discussion on the region’s heritage, support and strengthen preservation efforts and
contribute to public education efforts.

The PUSH project’s working process and methodology is specifically designed to nurture academic
networking and professional cross-border partnerships and dialogue. To that aim the project facilitated
dozens of meetings at the management level and regular full team meetings in Jerusalem, augmented by
constant email and phone discussions. These meetings and discussions enabled team members to enhance
professional cross-border linkages between the three partner institutions as well as to create the necessary
synergy to jointly produce Our Shared Heritage.

While every activity undertaken by the project is overseen by the tri-lateral management committee, each

of the partners brings a professional or academic specialization in one of the project’s major outputs areas;
as such each of the partners takes the lead at different points of the project’s implementation. Al Quds
University took the led throughout the research and common narrative development phases, the Jordan
Society for Sustainable Development will coordinate the production of the site manuals and Bezalel Academy
designs and publishes the project’s educational and visibility materials.

During the second year of the project, PUSH will work with communities in the six most outstanding sites
of shared regional heritage identified in Our Shared Heritage. PUSH partners, each in their own field, will
prepare site manuals, brochures and information boards, in addition to conducting tour guide trainings and
cross border community exchanges for the pilot sites. These tangible community level benefits combined
with the continued professional and academic discussion will encourage the building of an inclusive
understanding of the area’s rich heritage.

The PUSH project is not without obstacles. Seemly simple issues, such as the question of what to call an
area with such a plethora of historical names, and profound concepts such as the meanings and implications
of employing the terms shared or common are infused with cultural, national and religious experience. Not
surprisingly, these issues have sparked a great deal of constructive debate both between the project’s
partners and among participants at the PUSH project’s National and Regional Workshops. Instead of
overlooking these differences, PUSH is engaged in an academic discussion which explicitly aims to promote
greater dialogue and understanding among the region’s diverse communities.

In any political climate these issues are challenging. Without a doubt developing mutual respect for the
cultural heritage of the ‘other’ in the midst of conflict is not easy. There is an undeniable need for increased
dialogue and coordination concerning the shared heritage of this important region. It is our hope that

the efforts of the PUSH project will not stand in isolation, rather that our work will provide sustenance to
any future political breakthroughs between our respective governments, thus contributing in a small but
significant way to the strengthening of a sustainable and peaceful future.

We welcome your comments and participation in this unique discussion.
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Executive Summary

This publication is the final document in a series of draft inventories of shared regional heritage published
by PUSH partners Al Quds University, Bezalel Academy of Art and Design and the Jordan Society for
Sustainable Development.

The tri-lateral PUSH team is specifically designed to partner Jordanian, Palestinian and Israeli experts from
a wide variety of fields including archaeology, architecture, history, design, tourism, and management. This
multi-disciplined, tri-lateral approach is what makes Our Shared Heritage a unique and functional resource.

The PUSH team utilized The International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) categories to identify
sites of cultural heritage and the International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources
(IUCN) for natural heritage site selection, in addition to the guidelines developed by the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCOQO) for World Heritage inclusion with regional
interpretation.

Our Shared Heritage is not an inventory of the region’s shared heritage. Rather, the specific sites described
serve as exemplars, illustrating the themes of shared heritage. Highlights include, the Jordan River-Dead Sea
Basin, early sites of human settlement, industrial innovations, Biblical and Islamic heritage sites associated
with important personalities from the three Abrahamic traditions, and great cities and fortresses throughout
the region.

While many of the sites discussed in Our Shared Heritage are unique and inspiring sites in their own right,
the narrative of individual sites can be strengthened when viewed in partnership with similar sites throughout

the region. Additionally, there are numerous sites that illustrate the many layers of the region’s unique history.

These sites have the power to present the historical stratum to the visitor in an exceptional manner — by
choosing to present an inclusive view of the historical timeline in lieu of a national-religious interpretation
which may selectively emphasize a particular historical period.

Cultural understanding and dialogue among diverse populations, as well as the integrity of historical sites,
will be enhanced by the complete presentation of the region’s history. The PUSH project aims to serve as a
model for sharing our region’s unique and valuable heritage.
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The Significance of Shared

The PUSH project has opened new horizons in old friendships. At the outset of the research, it became
evident that the simplest and most obvious language was open for deliberation. The original use of the
heading Our Shared Heritage was debated during the first months. How could the use of the word Shared
have meaning in the current political context? Could the use of Our imply a consciousness more idyllic than
real? Was the neutral Common better suited to the situation?

The first regional workshop discussed these definitions under the guidance of Professor Simon Goldhill,
resolving the matter with analogies to the Tragedy of Antigone, showing the use of the terminology of Shared
in literature no way signified an acceptance, but more often indicated the recognition of the “other”. The
argument was convincing. And with the knowledge that the Greek language was dominant in our region for
over 800 years, we all agreed that we could live with Our Shared Heritage.

The format
The team then grappled with many issues before arriving at this seemly simple and seamless booklet.

The sites were initially grouped under a series of headings, first and foremost, historical and chronological.
The subsequent proposal suggested that a geographical division might be more prudent, while the thematic
studies of the Advisory Bodies to the World Heritage Convention, ICOMOS and IUCN, became the consensus
after further consideration of the personalities of the region.

The eleven relevant ICOMOS themes developed by our friend Professor Henry Cleere seemed too fine and
many times inappropriate to our local context. A mixture between the periods often complicated matters -
for instance, the grouping of the Herodian and Ummayad palaces into one typological narrative was a bold
proposition but also contentious.

Even the grouping of the periods presented difficulties and the combination of historical periods raised
issues as the need for separating Hellenistic and Roman influences. The meaning and implication of the term
Mediaeval was also questioned raising the polemics of Crusader, Frankish and Mamluk descriptions of the
architecture of the region. And did the Bronze and Iron Ages each need their own definition?

Finally after the first regional workshop and consultation between the teams and our peer reviewers, under
the direction of Neil Silberman, the publication emerged with six thematic chapter headings:

The Natural Environment

Rural and Urban Life

Agricultural and Industrial Innovations

Coexisting Traditions

Cultural Landscapes

RS

ltineraries

As the texts were written by the teams, edited, rewritten and peer reviewed by our local colleagues, and on
seeing the publication emerge there was a general accolade that a break-through had been made. While
accepting the format, new problems arose and other subjects and narratives were deemed necessary. But
for that we are hoping to expand on in PUSH II.
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Regional terminology

The problem of geo-historical terminology is particularly serious, since no single geographical name applies
to all periods and to the same extent of land including the area of modern Israel, Palestine, and Jordan. All
our reviewers commented on the need to insist on historic and geographic accuracy.

We have used the general term “our region” when referring to the whole area of our contemporary shared
heritage. The team also felt that the use of “Holy Land” would be a further generic term to be applied
judiciously.

Specific references will be made concerning names that can be matched with historical periods or
geographical terms such as Retenu, Canaan, Philistia, Israel, Judah, Judea, Samaria, Jordan, Palaestina,
Filastin or Outremer. These will refer specifically and precisely to the political unit to which a site belonged at
a particular time. Where these names have been used, the local term in Arabic or Hebrew has been applied,
while the English has acknowledged alternative names if they exist in different forms.

More general terms such as Levant, Mashriq, Land of Israel, ash-Sham, Palestine, have been avoided unless
there is a specific and documented use of the term in a historical sense. Basically, this has been decided on
a case-by-case basis recognizing the “other”.

Determining the sites

The identification of the sites and their merging into common narratives were thwart with difficulties. They
demanded the acceptance of change and dialogue, accepting that sites regarded as important in one
context could be of lesser meaning in others. Some examples, explored here, will enhance the understanding
and share with the reader the substance of the process in finalizing the booklet.

The importance of the Byzantine Monasteries in the Judean/ Jerusalem Desert left out Israel, resulting in
the inclusion of the Churches at Shivta, while the copper mines of Feinan and Timna left out the Palestinian
territories resulting in rethinking the heading as Mines and Quarries.

The Israeli team thought of the Herodian legacies while the Palestinian team had identified the importance
of Salah al-Din. Each personality had left indelible marks in all three territories including the winter palaces
of Herod and the battles and fortresses of Salah al-Din. The original sectarian proposals eventually gave
way to looking at the combined typology of palaces of the Herodian and Ummayad periods, while Salah-a-
Din was linked not to the famous Battle of Hittin but to the tomb of the Rambam, as his court physician. The
importance of looking for a Christian of the same period, brought us to rereading Runciman and identified
Lady Stephanie of Oultrejourdain, responsible for the garrisons of Karak and Montreal, whose son, Salah al-
Din returned even before the obstinate knights were defeated. The Jordanian team felt that the lesser known
Stephanie, albeit a woman, should be exchanged for Richard the Lion Heart who was enforced into a peace
treaty with Salah al-Din, thus ending the Third Crusade.

Prophets have been recognized in different places in shrines and tombs. The Jordanian Mount Nebo and
Palestinian Nebi Musa; the Jordanian tomb of Jethro and the Israeli Nebi Sheib/Kever Yitro blurred the
narratives, creating a diachronic chapter that not all team members were willing to accept. This generated
the chapter on judges, disciples and companions, each accompanying the prophets of the three religions in
their birthplaces and places of growth.
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The innovations of the region brought about the recognition of the inception of writing, together with the
lesser known fact that the sugar cane industry developed from the insatiable sweet tooth of Europeans

from the twelfth century onwards, with the Crusaders building a series of factories near Acre, Jericho and
Safi. Likewise the innovations of the Byzantine mosaic craftsman crossed cultural borders, with the intricate
patterns of Byzantine Madaba brought into the service of the Ummayad Caliphate, having also shared motifs
with the elaborate synagogue floors at Tzippori and Baram.

The laying of history is apparent in the recognition of cultural landscapes with their evolving indigenous
communities and Palestinian villages. This phenomenon goes hand-in-hand with the multiple meanings of the
venerated tomb on the Mount of Olives where the Prophetess Hulda, St Pelagia or Rabia might be buried —
one tomb, but very feminine.

In all these elements of heritage we faced a constant challenge: to identify three sites with one narrative and
one site with three narratives. That has always been the very essence of the PUSH project.

Translation

Common understanding is dependent on language and translation; not just the technicalities, but also the
cultural meanings. The team realized that agreeing on the translations was even more complex than agreeing
on a common English version and that there was a need to open a parallel debate on the Hebrew and Arabic
renditions to convey the spirit of the issues raised in discussing the English text. What we anticipated as a
technical matter became yet a further trialogue in the discussion of Our Shared Heritage.

A commentary that was originally written in Hebrew or Arabic was rendered into the English lingua franca
and hotly debated with resulting changes. In translating the text back to the original language, questions
arose that would not have been so obvious in the first writing; what did the editor mean? Was there a hidden
agenda in his or her words?

There is no use for the reader to compare the texts for their literal lexicon meaning. That exercise will merely
be frustrating, while the connoisseur of cultural heritage, we hope, will enjoy and even revel in the nuances

that express the spectrum of significance that each place and memory bears.

Thus as in all the other challenges of sharing, we invite the reader to share with us the lessons of heritage.
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At the root and bedrock of the shared heritage of Israel, Palestine, and Jordan is the complex natural
environment of the region, the distinctive stage on which individuals and communities have survived,
adapted, and interacted throughout the millennia. In this land of contrasts and constants, of boundaries
and bridges, the physical geography and evolving ecological systems are both the source of our most
basic human perceptions of our physical surroundings and the unique and precious background to our
region’s human history.

The nations, religions, and traditions share the contours of the valleys, mountains, and deserts; the local
variations of climate and diversity of plant and animal species; and the seasonal and longer-range rhythms
of natural movement and growth. The Great Rift Valley, the Dead Sea, and the network of watercourses and
ravines that flow downward from the steppes and highlands are a single complex system. The stark beauty
of the highland and desert landscapes, the yearly growing cycle, and the migrations of wildlife are all part
of a precious inheritance. Yet it is increasingly imperiled by the growth of the region’s human population
and the effects of its modern development. Thus, this chapter will present some central elements of the
region’s natural heritage, which deserves recognition and protection by all the peoples of the region as a
fragile and irreplaceable legacy.
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The Great Rift Valley (GRV) is a geological phenomenon
of global scale, which is of fundamental significance for
understanding the evolution of the Earth. It represents
a major manifestation of crustal plate tectonics, and the
origins and development of oceans and continents.
Geologically the GRV is a realm of superlatives, extending
over 7,000 kilometres from Turkey to Mozambique; it is the
longest rift valley in the world and among the largest. The
Jordan Valley and Dead Sea at 400 metres below sea level
is regarded as the lowest point on the earth’s surface and
the narrowest section of the rift.

The GRV has been evolving over the past 30 million years.
Current evidence of continuing geological evolution is
constant seismic activity and volcanism. It is a landward
extension of a mid-oceanic ridge system that encircles the
globe and is a manifestation of the process of crustal plate
divergence. Essentially, the crust is splitting apart and
separating the African and Arabian tectonic plates. This
process creates a massive tension crack, causing a block
of crust to drop down between the diverging crustal plates
- geologists refer to this as a horst (raised part) and graben
(down-thrown part) system. This phenomenon can be seen
at Masada and Qumran exemplifying components of the
Dead Sea sector. It is a horst in the western escarpment,
with a summit about 400 metres above the surrounding
terrain, towering over the Dead Sea that fills the graben.
The Makhteshim/ al-Ajran are part of a regional tectonic
fold belt accompanying the opening up of the Dead Sea
Rift Valley.
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The Jordan River Valley, part of the Great Rift Valley
(GRV), is at the centre of one of the most important bird
migration flyways on the globe. An estimated five hundred
million birds migrate annually through this narrow corridor
between the southern and northern hemispheres. It is also
an important migratory route of global avifauna, such as
the black and white stork, common pelican, kingfisher,
herons, shovelers, sandpipers, shanks, francolins and
other globally threatened waterfowls.

Many of these species breed in Central and Eastern Europe
and a significant portion of their entire populations pass
through the region. Many of these species depend on open
spaces, both natural and agricultural, to rest and forage.
Others, such as wintering birds of prey, pelicans and
storks, and summering bee-eaters and warblers spend an
entire season in the region. In addition, there are resident
birds such as the Dead Sea Sparrow, Tristram Grackle,
Black Frakolin and the Fan Tailed Raven.

This area is also considered an important Middle
Eastern wetland; both Birdlife International and Wetland
International have declared the entire Jordan River basin a
significant bird and wetland area, since it maintains many
globally valuable species that are on the IUCN Red List as
regionally or globally threatened or endangered species.
The freshwater wetlands and the Jordan River Valley’s
location in a water-stressed region are the last, or first,
staging post before, or after, the migratory birds cross a
vast expanse of desert. Considering the current trends in
wetland protection and management in the Levant, where
most wetlands have been drained, or so altered that they
are no longer ecologically functional for wildlife, the relative
importance of the region’s surviving wetlands and rivers
can be expected to continue to increase.
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The hot, dry Arabah Valley stretches between its northern
borders at the Dead Sea to the Red Sea in the south. The
Arabah is framed by the Negev Mountains to the west
and the Edom and Sharrah Mountains to the east. The
sheer, barren mountains rise dramatically from 350 metres
below sea level at its northern end to 350 metres above
sea level at Jabal Sharrah, and then descend again to sea
level at Agaba and Eilat. The two parallel mountain chains
bordering the Arabah are separated by a corridor of salt
marches, sand dunes, and acacia stands. In addition,
numerous seasonal rivers (wadis) penetrate the main
north-south corridor, creating vital east-west ecological
passages throughout the Arabah.

The Valley is comprised of numerous unique and varied
habitats including alluvial fans, sand dunes, semi-
stable sands, salt marshes, and seasonal riverbeds. The
approximately 190 kilometre-long Valley is of outstanding
zoogeographical importance due to its position at the
focal point of the biological filter between the Palearctic,
Ethiopian and Oriental regions. The Valley consists of some
75 square kilometres of sand desert and dunes, including
one of the only known habitats with viable populations of
several rare and endangered species such as the Sand
Cat (Felis margarita), the Sand Fox (Vulpes rueppelli), the
Desert Gazelle (Gazella dorcas isabellina), and the Spiny
Tailed Lizard (Uromastix aegypticus) and Desert Monitor
(Varanus gresius).
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Ecological Corridors:
The Arabah Valley
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Ever since the first groups of early humans arrived in our region, the basic struggle of all peoples to survive
and live in security and prosperity has given rise to a rich variety of village and urban forms, methods
of recordkeeping and communication, and distinctive designs of living places, marketplaces, palaces,
fortresses, and shrines. Over the millennia, evolving systems of community life have become complex
and multi-layered—created, borrowed, shared, and fragmented among the region’s distinct cultures and
communities. In the multiplicity of sites presented in this chapter, we can recognize both the common
developments and the distinctive variations that the societies of this region have adopted in different
places and times. In the archaeological remains of the earliest farming settlements, we can recognize the
beginnings of the region’s agricultural traditions and kin-based village organization. In the great tells and
monumental cities are the remains of the temples, public buildings, and inscriptions that organized life on a
scale much more vast than the village, through law, commerce, political structures, and religious authority.
From the grandest palaces, to the most humble houses, from hermit’s caves and shrines to underground
industrial installations, from fortresses, to khans, to monasteries, the shared heritage of rural and urban
existence in this region embodies the basic themes of identity, civil society, and spiritual traditions that are
still central to the everyday life of the region’s people today.
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Evidence of the gradual transition from seasonal
wandering to a settled existence is well documented in the
archaeological record of our region. Numerous prehistoric
sites, particularly within the Great Rift Valley, clearly
illustrate some of humanity’s earliest steps toward urban
life. The adoption of innovations, such as the domestication
and breeding of animals, the cultivation of domesticated
grain crops, the extensive use of water resources, and the
development of new technologies such as pottery making
and basket weaving were all key steps in the transformation
of early hunter-gatherers into settled villagers. Along with
these advances, new building methods and designs were
adopted, particularly the use of dried clay for construction
and the shift from circular to rectangular house plans.
The most famous example of early village life in the Jordan
Rift is Tell es-Sultan, located on the outskirts of modern
Jericho, a settled community dating back to 8000 BCE
that featured an impressive circular watchtower and
sophisticated fortification walls. Likewise, excavations
at the site of Ain Ghazal, strategically located near the
Ghazal Springs and Zarga River, near modern Amman,
have revealed a settlement dating to 7300 BCE which was
continually occupied for nearly 2000 years. Architectural
remains discovered there include domestic structures,
burial caves, and temples. Similar archaeological evidence
was also discovered at Sha’ar HaGolanEl, south of Tiberias,
near the banks of the Yarmouk River.

These sites offer a glimpse at the origins of village life
throughout the region, paving the way for the foundation of
the urban centres of later periods.
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In contrast to the cuneiform scripts of Mesopotamia and
Egyptian hieroglyphics, the evolution of a purely phonetic
alphabet in our region was one of the great intellectual
achievements of human history. The first alphabets
emerged around 1800 BCE, as a means of representing
the language used by Semitic workers in Sinai. These early
Proto-Sinaitic scripts remained of marginal importance for
several centuries, but towards the end of the Bronze Age,
regional variants arose, including the Proto-Canaanite
alphabet (ca. 1400 BCE), the Byblos syllabary, and the
South Arabian alphabet (ca. 1200 BCE).

Evidence of early writing in this region can be divided into
several types of documents, with representative examples
of each: Earliest use of the alphabet: The Lachish/ Tell
al-Duwier Ewer, Izbet Sartah Abecedary, and Gezer/ Tell
Abu Shusha Calendar provide important evidence on the
evolution of alphabetic scripts.

Early evidence of administrative record keeping: The Tell
Deir Alla Tablet, Samaria Ostraca, and Arad Ostraca shed
important light on the development of economic, political,
and bureaucratic institutions. At Tel Arad a mid seventh
century BCE ostracon containing entries about commodities
was found with integrated Hebrew and Egyptian Hieratic
writing, evidence of the extensive trade of the region and
the bi-lingual capacity of the population.

Early Historical Inscriptions: The Tel Dan/Tell al-Qadi
Inscription, the Mesha Stele at Dhiban, and the Silwan/
Shiloah Inscription in Jerusalem offer unique testimony
about events in the Kingdoms of Israel, Moab, and Judah
in the 9th-8th centuries BCE.

Early Religious Writings: The Tell Deir Alla Balaam
Inscription, the Ketef Hinnom amulet, and the Dead Sea
Scrolls offer unique evidence of religious beliefs, traditions,
and literature from the Late Iron Age to the Roman Period.
These selected examples display the range of literary,
religious and official writing used in our region throughout
antiquity.
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In the first half of the third century CE, the process of
urbanization in the Roman East reached its zenith. The
remains of the dozens of cities from this period can be
seen as an important part of our region’s shared heritage.
Sebastia exemplifies this process of urbanization. Its walls,
gates, stadium, and a magnificent temple were built by King
Herod (37-4 BCE). At the end of the second century CE,
the city was expanded under the rule of Septimus Severus
with the construction of street arcades of over 800 metres
and other temples and public buildings. An enormous
basilica was added in the Crusader period.

Similar developments took place in the Decapolis cities of
Scythopolis (Beit She’an/ Bisan) and Pella. Archaeological
excavations at Scythopolis revealed the dramatic
changes to the city centre with arcades, a theatre, and an
amphitheatre together with other public buildings such as
edifices for entertainment and bath houses to enhance the
pleasures of the citizens.

Pella, of which some spectacular ruins remain, developed
during the Roman period on Hellenistic foundations. The
city was the site of one of Christianity’s earliest churches.
Both Pella and Scythopolis came to an abrupt end in the
massive Jordan Rift earthquake of 749 CE.

These great cities, located on the sites of earlier urban
centres, embodied the collective memories of the people
of the region. Although reaching their zenith during the
Roman and Byzantine periods, they nevertheless continued
to have influence and play an important role in the lives of
the surrounding communities in later periods.
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The use of caves for shelter, burial, and religious purposes
is a longstanding element of our region’s heritage. Early
humans first settled in caves for the natural defense
against the elements. Later, caves were associated with
religious mystics who occupied grottos, often in isolated
mountainous areas, to engage in solitary mediation or
escape religious persecution. Indeed, caves have provided
rich evidence of a wide range of human activities throughout
antiquity.

There are hundreds of caves extending over a large area
in the Shfela region, east of Qiriat Gat. They were used by
early communities not only for living but also for burial,
storage, and quarrying and continuously throughout the
Roman, Byzantine and early Islamic periods.

The Qumran caves, near the northwestern shore of the
Dead Sea became famous with the discovery of the Dead
Sea Scrolls, alarge collection of liturgical, legal, apocalyptic
writings from the Late Hellenistic and Early Roman periods,
including the earliest known Biblical texts.

Lot’s Cave, situated in the southern Jordan River Valley
overlooking the eastern shore of the Dead Sea near Safi, is
a natural cave associated by tradition with the place where
the Biblical figure Lot and his daughters sought refuge after
the destruction of Sodom. Archaeologists have uncovered
evidence of the cave’s habitation from 3000 BC. During
the seventh century CE a beautiful Byzantine basilica was
built in the front of the cave, emphasizing its religious
significance.

These and other historical caves offer unique testimony
to human adaptation and survival in dramatically different
climatic zones of the region.
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As a seat of power in every historical period, the palace
was an important ancient building type throughout the
region, often built on a grand scale to impress the local
population. While each period boasted distinctive forms
of palaces, two of the most impressive were the Herodian
and Umayyad palaces.

King Herod of Judea (37-4 BCE) was a key player in the
process of Romanization that prevailed over the region.
During his reign, Herod built impressive desert fortresses
and palaces that guarded his kingdom from the East,
including Machaerus (Makawer), on the eastern side of
the Jordan Valley; Herodium, a winter palace and Herod’s
burial place, east of Bethlehem; and the mountain fortress
of Masada on the western shore of the Dead Sea. All
demonstrate the ability of Herod’s architects to adapt
Roman building technology to the local reality.

The Umayyad Dynasty (661-750 CE) constructed a series
of palaces in the Jordan Desert, the most ambitious,
although never completed, being Qaser al Mushatta. Its
vaulting systems are considered essentially Eastern, while
the stonemasonry and carved decoration show Byzantine
influence. Other Umayyad desert palace sites include
Qaser al-Hir al-Gharbi, Qaser al-Harrana, and Qusir Umrah,
while in the Jordan Valley are the Hisham palace, Mina
palace, and Qaser al-Sunabour. These palaces included
residences for Umayyad princes, agricultural fields and
workshops. The Dar al-Imara palace and administrative
centre was built in Jerusalem south of the Agsa mosque.
The palaces of the Herodian and Umayyad periods
reflected distinctive contemporary culture, yet shared
many elements including water installations, defensive
walls, open courtyards and luxurious bathhouses.
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Herodian and Umayyad Palaces
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In the Byzantine period, Palaestina evolved into one of
the major centres of the Christian world. Many of the
monasteries and churches built during this era still stand
out in the local landscape and exemplify an important
channel for the transmission of ideas and outside influences
into the region. Many priests and pilgrims arriving in the
Holy Land from all over the Empire and Christian world
made their way to the sacred Christian sites and religious
communities that were spread throughout the land. The
monasteries and monastic churches that were established
from the fourth to seventh century CE are thus an integral
part of the local cultural heritage.

Of the numerous examples, several prominent exemplars
emerge. One of the most famous monasteries was founded
by St. Sabas from Cappadocia in Asia Minor, who arrived
in the Judean/ Jerusalem Desert in the later half of the fifth
century. He established a series of monasteries, the most
remarkable of which was Mar Saba, which has existed
continually since its establishment and has devoutly
maintained its orthodox tradition.

The desert was an attractive place to engage in religious
meditation and remains of over twenty monasteries and
churches have been discovered in the Negev, most of
them developed within the confines of the desert cities.
At Subeita/ Shivta, the remains of three churches have
been uncovered, indicating the importance of the desert
monastic life.

East of the Jordan River, many remains of monasteries
exist, such as Deir el-Kattar el-Byzanti, located on the
southeastern shore of the Dead Sea.
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From the eleventh to fifteenth century CE, the ongoing
conflict between European Crusaders and various Muslim
dynasties and military leaders led to an unprecedented
intensity of fortress construction throughout the entire
Levant. In their mixture of building styles and engineering
achievements, these extraordinary and impressive
strongholds symbolize the military clashes and interaction
of cultures that took place during this period.

The fortresses constructed by the Crusaders were located
throughout their kingdom and along its borders, guarding
strategic military and trade routes. In architectural
conception, they, like contemporary Islamic fortresses,
embodied the domination of space with thick walls, towers,
fortifications, indirectentrances, loopholes, machicolations,
battered walls, and moats. These defenses, built to ensure
security forthelocal populations, as well as provide strategic
defense points, were constructed with a combination of
local materials and European methods of building, under
the influence of Muslim and local architecture.

Duringthe Muslim military campaigns againstthe Crusaders,
many European architectural elements were adopted and
adapted, merging styles, as can be seen in Ajloun or Kalat
Nimrod/ al-Subeiba. Likewise, the Crusader fortresses at
Kerak, one of the largest and most impressive fortresses in
the region which overlooks the eastern shore of the Dead
Sea, and that at Belvoir, in the eastern Galilee overlooking
the Jordan Valley, are impressive in their command of the
main roads. The Jifna stronghold, north of Jerusalem,
represents the combination of a settlement with a fortress.
It is located at an important crossroad on the mountain
road, which connected many areas of the region.
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The region’s location at the intersection of three continents
naturally positioned it as an important trade entrepot on
several of the world’s great historic trade routes. Two of
the main historical trade routes in the region are the coastal
route, the Via Maris, and the mountain routes. Both were
used for trade, military operations, and communication.
The various world powers and empires that vied for control
of these trade routes left a long and varied imprint on the
local built landscape with the construction of elaborate
caravanserais or khans.

Located either within city centres or at outposts on the main
trade and pilgrimage routes, the khans were constructed
to provide a safe place for the travelers and their livestock
to rest in the course of their journey, as well as to provide
commercial space for traders to exchange goods and
information. Khans located outside urban centres often
featured extensive defense systems such as fortified
walls and towers. Moreover, they had to provide essential
services such as a year round water supply, storage halls,
and accommodation for traders, pilgrims, postmen and
travelers. As trade increased, some khans became the
core of expanding towns, such as Khan Yunis in southern
Gaza.

The Umayyad caliph, Caliph Omar ben Abd al-Aziz is
credited with the construction of the first khans. During
the Mamluk period, which is considered the golden age for
the development and construction of khans in our region,
khans were built along the major trade routes at intervals
reachable in a single day’s travel or about 30 kilometres.
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Human ingenuity and adaptation have always been powerful factors in the evolution of civilization in this
region. Building upon earlier customs to face new agricultural challenges and to create new methods of
industrial and artistic production, countless generations have put novel ideas into action to alter the human
and natural landscape in far-reaching ways. This chapter will focus on the shared heritage of innovations
in agriculture, land management, craftsmanship, industrial production, and transport stretching from the
Early Bronze Age to the early twentieth century. The difficulty of efficiently using water resources, one of the
earliest and most serious challenges that gave rise to solutions on every scale from the village cistern, to
long-distance aqueduct, to the regional reservoir. Maintaining the security of populations and agricultural
production in sensitive frontier areas necessitated new schemes of supervision and organization, expressed
in distinctive architectural forms. In the field of artistic production, the skill of ancient mosaic artisans
made it possible to reproduce a wide range of designs and motifs for use in both secular and religious
settings—in many distinct communities. Industrial-scale processing of olives, for oil and soap; grapes,
for wine and food stuffs; as well as refined cane sugar not only transformed the agriculture of the Jordan
Valley and surrounding the hills, it marked the beginning of new methods of production and commerce that
would connect this region with markets all over the world. The rusting tracks and abandoned stations of the
Ottoman railway represent an even more recent chapter in the great common story of the region’s industrial
and technological innovation, adaptation, and change.

1.Manot Mills///nun///wsie e>lol

Push-9-full-book.indd  60-61 3/25/08 10:02:10 PM



1.Artas///owIn/// selbs)i

3.Aqueduct, Caesarea///n'nil NiAN ,1"10%7
dylanay gL aLis

Push-9-full-book.indd 62-63

2. Jawa///MIN“1/// ol

Water is an essential resource for developing societies,
particularly those in the eastern Mediterranean basin.
Through the millennia, the dependence of the region’s
inhabitants on an organized supply of water resulted in
the development of methods of water accumulation and
routing that constitute outstanding social and technological
achievements.

The water system of the Bronze Age settlement of Jawa
in northeast Jordan, for example, demonstrates the highly
developed hydraulic capabilities of the area’s inhabitants,
who were able to effectively collect and store water in an
otherwise arid desert environment. The archaeological
remains of Jawa’s complex water system include deflection
areas, gravity canals, dams, and pools.

Much later, during the Roman Period, impressive aqueduct
systems were built, with the most notable examples being
the aqueducts connected to Caesarea and Jerusalem.
In the late first century BCE, King Herod began to bring
water to Caesarea by aqueduct from springs located far
to the east of the city. Throughout subsequent centuries
of Roman rule, this water system was expanded and an
additional aqueduct was built to increase the supply of
water. The aqueducts to Jerusalem built during the same
period brought water over a distance of more than 35
kilometres from springs in the Hebron Mountains to the
city. This sophisticated water system drew its source from
Artas, where a complex of three impressive reservoirs
was built. These pools continued to supply water to the
inhabitants of Jerusalem until the twentieth century.
Indeed, the development of water installations in the
diverse periods and climates of the region, from desert
to Mediterranean, can be seen as a primary factor in both
urban and agricultural growth.
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The early “industrial revolutions” of the Levant developed
from technological advances in the extraction and
processing of some of the region’s natural resources,
primarily copper ore and building stone.

The Great Rift Valley and neighbouring desert areas
possess a wide range of minerals; copper ore was mined in
the Arabah Valley during the Chalcolithic, Bronze, Iron and
Roman periods. Copper was a very important metal in the
ancient world both for its own value and for its use in the
production of bronze. Over 10,000 ancient mining shafts
have been found in the Timna Valley and archaeological
evidence indicates that Wadi FeinanEl was been exploited
since the Early Bronze Age. Its giant mounds of more than
200,000 tons of slag attest to copper production on an
industrial scale.

With regard to stone, the distinctive geological structure
of the various hill regions offered excellent material for the
quarrying of building materials. Jerusalem became famous
for its white malaki “Royal” limestone, Petra for its red
sandstone, and Tiberias and Beit She’an/ Bisan for their
black basalt, used both for vernacular architecture and
monumental buildings. With technological advances, stone
was transported over long distances to areas previously
known for their mud-brick structures. Large quarries were
opened around the urban sites, particularly Jerusalem,
where a zenith was reached in the monumental buildings
of King Herod.

The mines and quarries of our region are of particular
importance for understanding the development of
technology, exchange systems, and emerging social
complexity beginning in the fourth and third millennia BCE
and continuing throughout antiquity.
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Borders and peripheral areas have always played an
important role in the human history of our region. War and
subsequent political changes have resulted in the continual
re-defining of borders while the defensive systems built
along them have often been an integral component of the
social and political identity of the inhabitants. At the same
time, those borders were never completely impermeable
and were often places where social, technological and
religious innovation penetrated from outside. The adoption
of these new ideas and technologies also had a central
place in the history of the region.

In contrast to the current perception of borders as a discrete
boundary line, in the Roman and Byzantine Periods, the
eastern border area of the empire was an extensive zone
composed of a hierarchy of settlements integrated with
fortresses and roads. Known as the limes, it ran north-
south on the eastern ridge of the Jordan Valley.

In the Negev region, archaeologists have also uncovered
remains of many settlements that integrated fortresses
and strongholds connected by a road system to defend
the population from incursions from the south and from
Sinai. Two examples of frontier settlements are GazaHE
at the Mediterranean Sea, which served as an important
crossroads and connection to the Via Maris, and the Ein
Bokek stronghold and observation post overlooking the
southwestern shore of the Dead Sea.

These and other ancient sites of frontier defense and
interaction offer a unique glimpse at the common heritage
of boundaries, still a major theme in our region today.
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While the techniques of mosaic art in our region developed
gradually from the repertoire of Hellenistic and Roman
craftsmen, by the Late Roman Period and even more so
with the rise of Byzantium, the use of mosaics became
a widespread and technically advanced method of
reproducing a wide variety of artistic and geometric
patterns on the floors and walls of private and public
buildings alike.

Among the most famous is the sixth century CE mosaic
map, preserved in the floor of St. George’s Greek Orthodox
Church in Madaba. While only a third of the original map has
survived, it is the oldest existing depiction of the Holy Land
and contains a wealth of information used by historians to
piece together the region’s history.

The Tzippori mosaics include the floor of a patrician’s house
with the beautiful female figure known as the “Venus of
the Galilee.” In the community’s synagogue, a mosaic floor
illustrates the Roman zodiac corresponding to the months
of the Hebrew calendar and features both biblical scenes
and Roman figures.

Hisham’s Palace, located near Jericho, contains numerous
architectural and decorative elements which illustrate the
strong Byzantine influence on Umayyad art. The most
famous of its mosaics depicts a large tree with four deer,
one of which is being attacked by a lion. Other mosaics
feature impressive geometric patterns.

The ancient mosaic craftsmen of our region spread both
technological innovations and traditional artistic motifs.
They were masters of developing art forms to correspond
to the cultural and religious preferences of each period.
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Olive trees were planted widely throughout the
Mediterranean basin, particularly in hilly regions, and
remain closely identified with the region to this day. Olive
oil was produced in a wide range of presses and used for
food preparation, medicine, and religious rituals. The three
Abrahamic traditions all attribute great significance to olive
oil: the Jewish holiday of Hanukah recounts the miracle of
the oil lamps; Christians read of the anointing of Jesus with
oil; and the Koran and Hadith (the words and deeds of the
Prophet Muhammad) mention the olive as a blessed tree
and olive oil as a medicinal remedy.

The processing of grapes and their by-products also
hold a prominent position in Jewish and Christian
traditions, and other locally produced foodstuffs such as
dibs (concentrated grape syrup), malban (a sweet made
of cornstarch, sugar paste and pistachios), and zabib
(raisins) were of great economic significance to the early
communities throughout the region.

Sugar cane production and processing began in the region
during the Umayyad period. The Crusaders developed
the process of producing molasses and sugar in cones
for export to Europe. Important sites of ancient sugar
production include Tawhim al-Suker, located near Jericho,
the Manot Mills, located north of Acco and the Nage Mills
near Ghor al-Safi in southern Jordan, which all utilize the
same industrial techniques. These mills were in use for
almost five centuries.

The harnessing of industrial innovation to the agricultural
base of the region was critical to its socio-economic
development, changing the landscape and contributing to
the advancement of the local population.
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The railway system completed in our region at the beginning
ofthetwentieth century by the Ottomansrepresentsashared
heritage of communications and transport that continues
to influence the life of the region. The surviving tracks,
stations, and other railroad installations are the tangible
reminders of the geo-political, social and technological
changes that transformed life for all the inhabitants of the
region in the early twentieth century.

After the inauguration of a rail link between Jaffa and
Jerusalem in 1892, the more extensive Hejaz railway was
begun in 1900 by order of the Ottoman Sultan Abdul
Hamid Il under the supervision of German engineers. lts
initial objective was to link Damascus with the Holy Cities
of the Arabian Peninsula, transporting Muslim pilgrims to
Mecca and Medina. The town of Ma’an in Jordan was one
of the primary stations for pilgrims on their way south and
was thus termed the “city of pilgrims.”

Later, tracks were extended to join the port city of Haifa
to the Syrian town of Dra’a, with many stations along the
route including Gesher/ Jesir al-Majami’, whose name is
connected to the bridge over the Jordan River. Later still,
in 1913-1914, a line was established from Nablus/Shechem
to Damascus/Silat al-Daher, Afula and Haifa. A tunnel in
the area of 'Atare is an extraordinary example of the effort
involved in this early railway project, symbolizing the coming
of the modern age and allowing for the dissemination
of many other technological advances throughout the
region.
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Bridging the distinct characters of Jewish, Christian, and Muslim laws, traditions, and scriptures are the
great and often overlooked commonalities. All the peoples of the region have always expressed their
veneration of great leaders and family founders, of great historical events, and of famous spiritual guides
and prophets in special places and monuments. Some are shared, others partitioned or maintained
separately by the respective traditions, but all were intended to create a special locus of sanctity set apart
from the routine conflicts, contradictions, and injustices of daily life. They are places to pray at, to seek
special favors, to recall extraordinary events. This chapter will highlight the coexistence of commemorative
traditions in a wide range of physical locations and forms. They can be found on the summits and slopes of
the region’s sacred mountains, evoking in their sweeping vistas and elevated positions, visions of both past
and future, of ancient origins and spiritual hopes. The tombs and shrines of the patriarchs, matriarchs, and
saints of all traditions, and the monuments and memories of great historical figures are scattered across
the landscape, from the mountains to the valleys to the cities to the deserts. With their locations often
defying modern political boundaries and the geographical divisions between religious communities, these
architectural remains of ancient holy places, shrines, tombs, and places of worship embody a common
mode of religious expression and heritage.
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Since the beginning of human history, mountains and hills
have attracted the attention of individuals and communities
the world over. Numerous peaks became renowned as
sacred places both in their own right or as the backdrop for
famous events. In our region the remains of many ancient
mountaintop altars and temples have been revealed in
archaeological excavations and the mountains and peaks
of the Holy Land remain important sites of pilgrimage for
the adherents of the three monotheistic faiths.

The relative closeness of mountain summits to the
heavens, coupled with the widely held belief that God
exists in the celestial world made these high points ideal
for religious evocation. A random selection of mountains in
the region, such as Mount Carmel, Mount Tabor, Mount of
QOlives, Mount Gerizim and Mount Nebo, clearly illustrates
the extent to which these mountains have affected the
minds and faith of believers. The Abrahamic traditions
describe the mountains as places where prophets heard
God'’s instructions and received his Holy Scripture. Moses
received the Law on Mount Sinai; Jesus ascended to
heaven from the Mount of Olives, as did Mohammad from
Mount Moriah, also known as al-Haram al-Sharif.
Mountains also provided a focal point for commemorating
events related to more than one of the Abrahamic traditions.
For example, Mount Carmel is revered by Jews, Christians,
and Muslims alike for its association with the prophet
Elijah.

In addition to their holiness, the region’s mountains were
also strategic vantage points, valued for their military
significance in overlooking major trade routes and settled
territories.
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Allthe nations of the world show great attachment and pride
in their distinctive family lineage, all the more so when the
founder of the clan, community, or nation is remembered
as a famous political figure, spiritual leader or prophet.
Inthisregion, the narrative of the patriarch Abraham provides
a shared legacy of coexistence for the area’s nations and
religions that is commemorated at a wide variety of sites
and holy places. As both the founder of monotheism and
the spiritual father of the three monotheistic religions,
Abraham is honoured and revered as the shared ancestor
of Jews, Christians, and Muslims. In Muslim tradition,
Abraham is known as “al-Khalil ar-Rahman,” the Friend
of God. While some differences exist in the description of
Abraham’s life and deeds in the traditions and scriptures
of the three religions, the overarching commonality in the
narrative is a legacy of unity, shared heritage and family.
Abraham’s travels throughout the region constitute a
great part of his recorded activities. Sites mentioned in
Biblical and Islamic texts in association with Abraham are
considered holy by their religious adherents and have been
honoured with the construction of special shrines and the
performance of pilgrimage rites. Examples include the city
of Hebron (al-Khalil in Arabic; Hevron in Hebrew) where
Abraham and his close family members are buried; Be'er
Sheva (Seven Wells or Well of the Oath) in the Negev where
Abraham settled; and Magam Ayyub (Biblical Ai) where
Abraham and his nephew Lot went their separate ways,
according to traditions in the Book of Genesis.
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Formalized temples and other places of worship are known
from earliest times, yet in the Late Roman, Byzantine, and
early Islamic period, elaborate places of worship were
constructed throughout the region, both in the large cities
and smaller villages and towns.

The architectural development of these places of worship
and their elaborate ornamentation must be seen in the
context of the rise in the institutionalism of the religions,
namely, the widespread replacement of the Jewish Temple
by worship in synagogues throughout the Jewish world
from the end of the first century CE; the establishment of
Christianity as the official religion in the Byzantine Empire
in the fourth century and the construction of public church
structures; and the coming of Islam in the seventh century,
with the establishment of congregational mosques. The
proliferation of these ancient places of worship illustrates
the diversity of the region’s cultural heritage.

Among the many notable examples is the impressive
Baram synagogue in the Galilee, dated to the end of the
fourth or the beginning of the fifth century. This two-storey
synagogue was built from basalt stone.

The Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, one of the
oldest and most famous shrines in the Christian world, is
constructed over the grotto believed to be the birthplace
of Jesus. The site is considered sacred by both Christians
and Muslims.

Al Hussieni Mosque in Amman is the oldest functioning
congregational mosque in the region. Its original structure
was built in 640 CE, according to tradition, by Omar lbn
al-Khattab, the second Caliph of Islam.
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Many prominent figures in our region’s history have left
enduring impressions, on both their own and on other
nations’ religions and cultures. Three linked twelfth century
personalities—Salah al Din, the Rambam, and Richard the
Lionheart—typify this phenomenon.

Salah al Din (1137-1193), the founder of the Ayyubid
Dynasty, defeated the Crusader forces at Hittin in 1187. He
had a reputation for great courage, strength, justice, and
religious tolerance, clearly seen in his relationships with
Crusader leaders, such as Richard the Lionheart, and with
the eminent Jewish doctor and philosopher, Moses Ben
Maimon (Rambam) (1135-1204), physician to Salah al-Din’s
court.

It is widely believed that Islam’s tolerant attitude towards
Jews and Christians and Salah al Din’s close relationship
with Moshe Ben Maimon influenced his attributed decision
in 1190 to permit the Jewish people to return to Jerusalem
and the Holy Land. The Rambam, as he willed, was buried
near Tiberias.

Richard | of England (1157-1199) known as the Lionheart,
commanded the Crusader armies in their attempt to retake
Jerusalem from Salah al Din’s forces in the Third Crusade.
Tradition holds that at one point Richard suggested that
his sister marry Salah al Din’s brother, at another stage,
Salah al Din offered the services of his court physician to
the injured King. The Treaty of Ramla in 1192, which sealed
Salah al Din’s victory, specifically ensured the access to
Jerusalem by Christian pilgrims.

The interaction of these three personalities left a strong
imprint on the history of our region and on the cultural and
religious mosaic of Jerusalem.
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and Richard the Lionheart
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Throughout the centuries, the places of activity and burial
sites of prophets, judges, and leaders from the Bible, the
New Testament, and the Koran have evolved into visitation
and pilgrimage sites.

One such shrine is the traditional tomb of the prophet
JethroFEl, the father-in-law of Moses, located in the lower
Galilee, near Hittin. For many years the place served as
a pilgrimage site for Muslims, Druse, and Jews alike. In
recent times, it has predominantly served the Druse
population who view it as a central holy place. Jethro is
also memorialized at the “tomb of Jethro”, in Wadi Shu’ayb,
near Salt, northwest of Amman.

Another place of shared tradition is the burial place of the
Prophet Samuel, which was identified in the Byzantine
Period, to the north-west of Jerusalem on a hill over 850
metres above sea level. During the Crusader Period, a
church was built there. Later, the site became a mosque
with a magam, and the burial cave marking the tomb of
Samuel became an important shrine for Jewish visitation.
The tomb of the venerable companion Abu Ubeida Amer
bin Al-darrah, a Companion to the Prophet Mohammed
and one of the first converts to Islam, is in the central
Jordan Valley. The Prophet Mohammed identified him as
one of the “Blessed Ten” and named him “The Trustee of
the Nation.”

As can be seenintheserepresentative sites, the widespread
honour accorded to the bearers of prophetic messages
greatly contributed to the shaping of cultures and societies
throughout the region.
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Throughout the millennia, tombs in our region have
varied greatly in size, location, and construction from a
small collection of stones or simple chambers hewn in
the bedrock, to elaborate domed chambers or standing
monuments. Numerous tombs attributed to prophets are
considered holy and shared by the three Abrahamic faiths.
With the increase in religious pilgrimages, many Biblical
and Islamic figures’ tombs became travel destinations for
local and foreign pilgrims.

David’s Tomb in Jerusalem hosts Jewish, Christian and
Muslim pilgrims throughout the year. Others, such as
Rachel’'s tomb near Bethlehem, Joseph’s Tomb near
Nablus, and the Ibrahimi Mosque or Cave of the Patriarchs
in Hebron, frequently exchanged hands throughout history
with changing political powers and became contested sites
whose sovereignty was a source of conflict.

In Jordan, the Cave of the Seven Sleepers, connected with
a parable recounted in Christian sources and the Koran,
is considered holy to both Christians and Muslims. The
cave itself dates back to the Roman period and consists of
numerous burial chambers, remains of a chapel and two
mosques from the Islamic period.

In some cases a single tomb is identified with three
different figures of importance to the three faiths. On the
Mount of Olives in Jerusalem Muslims believe a tomb to
be that of Rabi’a al-‘Adawiya, a celebrated Sufi teacher.
The Christian tradition attributes this grotto to St. Pelagia
of Antioch, who lived and died in Jerusalem in the fifth
century, while Jewish tradition holds that the tomb belongs
to the Prophetess Hulda, who lived in Jerusalem in the
sixth century BCE.
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The UNESCO World Heritage Convention has recognized the category of cultural landscapes as combined
works of nature and humankind that “express a long and intimate relationship between people and their
environment.” Indeed, throughout the human history of our region, communities and individuals have
shaped its landscape no less than they have been shaped by it. The sites included in this chapter span the
millennia from the Upper Paleolithic period to the present, demonstrating how the symbiotic interaction of
humans, wildlife, and the natural environment created unique, composite formations that are themselves
part of our shared heritage. On the southern shore of the Sea of Galilee, for example, traces of early human
occupation and the fossilized remains of species of bear, crocodile, hippopotamus, and turtles preserve a
unique cultural landscape that time, tectonic movements, and environmental changes eventually destroyed.
To the west of the Dead Sea along the tortuous ravines and around cave sites occupied by prehistoric
inhabitants—and far to the south near Petra where the Neolithic villagers cultivated field crops, herded
goats, and hunted ibex—we can recognize other strikingly different cultural landscapes from remote
antiquity. Even today, in the forests of the Yarmouk Valley, and in the hills south of Bethlehem, we can see
the continuing evolution of cultural landscapes from more resent historical periods. Each site described in
this chapter thus represents a unique example of the region’s shared heritage of interaction between the
human communities of the region and their diverse and changing environments.
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A great deal of archaeological research has focused on
the transition periods from the age of hunter-gatherers to
that of early farmers producing their own food and residing
within settled agricultural societies. There is significant
evidence at sites in our region for the movement of early
humans out of Africa, particularly within the Jordan Rift and
near the Mediterranean Sea. These sites include Ubedeiya
on the southern shore of the Sea of Galilee, dating from 1.5
million years BP, to Neolithic period sites, dating from over
six thousand years BP, representing the Natufian culture
indigenous to the region.

Through systematic excavations, Pre-pottery Neolithic
sites like Beidha in southern Jordan and the Natufian
Neolithic sites have yielded a wide variety of artifacts
including tools used for grinding grain. Remains of circular,
rectangular, apsidal, and square shaped buildings reflect
the systematic use of skilled construction techniques.
A particularly beautiful example of the region’s rich and
diverse prehistoric cultural landscapes can be found at
Ain al-dammam, a medium size pre-pottery Neolithic B
settlement near Ras en-Naqgab. Archeological excavations
in the area have uncovered a wealth of stone tools that have
shed important light on prehistoric agricultural practices.
The establishment of the early farming villages allowed
for a significant increase in the population and a parallel
rise in social complexity. Taking advantage of favourable
environmental conditions, the residents of prehistoric
communities such as Beidha, Wadi en-Natuf at Shukba, the
Carmel Caves, and Ain al-dammam were able to diversity
their food supply, safeguarding their communities against
famine.
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Universal elements of human social development, parallel
geological formations, and geographical proximity have
resulted in the shaping of similar cultural landscapes
throughout our region. Despite political divisions and
differing religious and cultural traditions, these cultural
landscapes highlight sources of our shared heritage.

Wadi Fukin, located in the mountains southwest of
Bethlehem, is an outstandingly well preserved living model
of a traditional agricultural way of life. To this day the
community continues to harness the water flowing from the
valley’s eleven springs to nourish their fields. Kilometres of
ancient aqueducts direct the spring water to storage pools
and onwards to agricultural plots making the valley appear
as a beautiful mosaic of cultivated fields.

Not far from Wadi Fukin, about ten kilometres west of
Jerusalem, the area of Sataf offers a similar historic cultural
landscape. Sataf is well known for its extensive terraced
agriculture and complex water systems which direct natural
springs through channels and tunnels into several pools.
The site also contains ruins from a monastery, ancient
stone houses, arches and Palestinian village.

Another beautiful example of the area’s rich and diverse
cultural landscapes can be found in Ain Al-dammam,
a medium size pre-pottery Neolithic B settlement near
Ras en-Nagab. The area is known for its long agricultural
tradition, terraced hillsides and fertile soils fed by the area’s
natural springs. Archeological excavations in the area have
uncovered a wealth of stone tools indicating prehistoric
period agricultural practices.

While these historical cultural landscapes, and many others
throughout the area, share similar natural and man-made
features, their conservation and continued existence also
face numerous common dangers such as socio-economic
change and the resultant rapid development.
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Movement across the landscape is as much a part of our shared cultural legacy as the region’s
geographically fixed working places, living places, places of worship, and cultural landscapes. In the
physical connections between places and the intentions of the people who traveled among them, yet
another distinctive type of heritage can be seen. As a “Holy Land” for Jews, Christians, and Muslims,
this region was the destination of many cultural itineraries - better known in earlier eras as routes of
pilgrimage and trade. Yet those routes were more than the paths of sequential journeys leading from one
place to the next. The journey was, and is, an affirmation of tradition, uniting landmarks and objectives
in a combined cultural act. This chapter will describe one of the most important paths of pilgrimage,
traversed through the ages by Jews, Christians, and Muslims, and which established the region as
a special centre of spiritual gravity in the wider world. Yet ancient cultural itineraries were complex
human creations, combining many facets of social life. Just as pilgrimage routes also possessed political
and economic importance, routes of overland commerce also included a religious dimension - with the
caravans bearing copper and incense passing roadside shrines and sanctified landmarks to guide their
progress and protect their valuable goods. In a way, the cultural itineraries noted in this chapter are a
model for the kind of cultural awareness that this inventory seeks to promote. For as we move across
the region’s modern landscape, guided by heritage sites of memory and commemoration, we all may
ultimately see more clearly where we are heading and from where we have come.
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Since earliest times, major roads crossed the region, but
the Incense Route that led from Oman and Yemen, through
the Arabian Peninsula to the Mediterranean Sea was of the
greatest significance. Entering the region from the plateau
of eastern Jordan, then crossing through the desert cities
of the Negev, the route extended over more than 2,400
kilometres. It was used primarily by the Nabateans between
the third century BCE and the third century CE for the
transfer of luxury goods such as myrrh and frankincense,
as well as spices, jewelry, silver, gold and fine fabric.

Two prominent settlements on the road were Ovdat/‘Abda
and Petra. Petra in the southern part of Jordan was quarried
and built from the local red sandstone, and served as the
impressive capital city of the Nabateans. The city was one
of the most important commercial stations of the time.
Impressive remains were found over a large area including
streets, temples, palaces and funerary monuments.
Ovdat/‘Abda, in the Negev region, developed from a small
commercial station into a semi-urban settlement. Near
the end of the route was the entrepot of Antidon, which
forwarded much of the merchandise that passed through
the continental path to the great harbour city of Gaza, thus
contributing significantly to Gaza’s historical wealth and
importance.

As noted in its World Heritage statement of significance,
the Incense Route is inscribed as a unique example of a
commercial and cultural route on a global scale that served
as an important channel for ideas, innovation, technology
and information.
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Throughout the ages, the sites recorded in Biblical and
Islamic texts have drawn pilgrims seeking to visit the places
where miracles took place or to walk in the footsteps of
prophets. For the adherents of Judaism, Christianity, and
Islam, our region was a Holy Land that was and continues
to be an important destination with numerous sites linked
by routes that became historical itineraries in their own
right. These routes were demarcated by a series of stations
and holy sites where pilgrims would gather for worship and
rest.

For oversea visitors to the region, particularly Jewish and
Christian pilgrims, a major point of entry was the port of
Jaffa. From there the road would take visitors through
the hills to Jerusalem, a holy city to all of the Abrahamic
traditions and a magnet for pilgrims from around the
world.

From Jerusalem, Jewish pilgrims would continue down to
Jericho and the River Jordan and onwards to the sanctuary
of Moses on Mount Nebo. Christians would follow the same
route from Jerusalem to Bethany and then to Jericho,
crossing the Jordan the site of Jesus’ baptism at Bethany
Beyond the Jordan on the eastern bank. Similarly, Muslim
pilgrims would descend from Jerusalem to the Nabi Musa
Shrine and onwards into the Jordan Valley, to visit tombs of
Venerable Companions of the Prophet Mohammed. Then
they would continue towards the Arabian Desert on route
to the Islamic holy cities of Mecca and Medina via Hajj
stations, such as Qatranah station located east of Karak.
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Co-existing Traditions and Cultural Itineraries
Simon Goldhill, King’s College, University of Cambridge

It is impossible to discuss co-existence, the aim that motivates this volume, without recognizing the issue of
power. Wherever different communities come into contact with one another, disparities of economic, cultural
and military strength will always structure relationships — and in this region above all, history demands we
acknowledge the brute realities of political conflict as a necessary frame of all our discussions.

The past gives us interesting models for thinking through these matters. Greek was the language of administration
and culture in this region for some eight hundred years. Greek society set itself against “the barbarians”, those
who couldn’t speak Greek. In the wake of Alexander’s conquest of the Persian Empire — from Greece to
Afghanistan — the Greeks built Greek cities, with theatres, gymnasia, temples and other signs of Greekness.
But only rarely did the Greek elite attempt to force their cultural values onto others. Rather, they set up their way
of doing things, and, if you wanted the benefits of Greek society, you had to join in. Greek society established
what were the privileged cultural values, and progress in society meant assimilating to this standard. And
most did: Jews built buildings in Greek style, learnt Greek, translated the Torah into Greek, and some even
had operations to reverse circumcision so that they would not stand out as Jewish in the gymnasium. Muslims
translated Aristotle into Arabic and set about adopting and developing Greek science. Christians studied
Greek philosophy and rhetoric and wrote the tracts and theologies in Greek, the language of the Gospels. As
Synesius, a father of the church, putit, “In public | do myth” — he is referring to his job as a bishop telling stories
to his flock — “at home | am a philosopher”.

The Roman Empire had a different model. When they conquered a territory, the Romans restructured the
local cities on Roman lines — that’s why Jerusalem, destroyed and rebuilt as Aelia Capitolina, has a cardo and
decumanus, the typical main-streets of Roman town planning. The Roman authorities took over the local gods,
and assimilated them into the Roman pantheon. They left the local elite in charge, as vassals to the state of
Rome. If you paid your taxes and did not revolt, you could reap the benefits of the pax Romana, the peace of
the Empire.

As the sites around the region show, Greek and Roman cultures picked up a great deal from the local
communities as they brought a great deal to them. Zones of contact between communities are opportunities
not just for the exercise of power but also for cultural transmission — intellectual, social, cultural exchange. The
greatest monuments of the region reflect this — think of the Dome of the Rock, which uniquely perfects Christian
Byzantine architectural examples; or the beautiful mosaics of Sephoris, bringing Roman art to Jewish houses;
or the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, with its overlay of Roman architecture, Crusader rebuilding, and modern
eastern Christian style.

Jews, Muslims and Christians have often liked to think of themselves as quite different — as separate, bounded
and unique entities. A longer look through history reveals how false such an image is. Each community has
been deeply influenced not only by each other, but also by the dominant empires of Greek culture, Roman
military rule, and Western authority, typified by the British Mandate. Yet there are forces within each community
today, which shrilly demand separation, whether in the name of Sharia law or Mosaic law. And we live in an
age of separation: India and Pakistan were partitioned in such a cause, bringing death to more than a million
and making eleven million refugees; Salonika and Smyrna were destroyed as multi-cultural communities by
the same forces of partition; the former Yugoslavia is still bitterly fighting over the boundaries of its different
communities. Separation is a fiction people die for.

There is, then, a central tension in the idea of co-existence. On the one hand, we need to recognize that there
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are multiple influences which draw communities together in this region. There is a shared cultural heritage,
which goes far more deeply into each community than glib talk of multi-culturalism or globalization can capture.
On the other hand, there is the appeal of identity and authenticity — the claim that a community must preserve
its own culture over and against the other as a mark of self-definition and self-authorization.

Can co-existing traditions survive without a fight, then? Without a struggle for dominance? There is hope. First,
itis important to value living tradition rather than inert heritage: that is, what is worth preserving and discussing
and experiencing is the cultural inheritance that is fully integral to a community. The sites in this book will
work if they are owned by communities — or rather if they are part of the communities’ cultural imagination.
When people are engaged in a sense of the past, and think the past matters, tradition becomes a dynamic
force in society. Second, it is crucial that the fiction of separation is tempered by a more sensitive, reciprocal
acknowledgement of the other. In the not so distant past, to travel to this region and through it meant a slow
process of train, boat, camel, footpath. The encounter with the other was a series of gradations. The swift and
hermetically sealed transfer by jet from New York (as it may be) to Jerusalem or Amman only exacerbates a
sense of difference. We need more slow travel. We need more careful, more active, less fearful and less hostile
interaction in the zones of contact. That is the wager of PUSH, and one | am very proud to be involved with.

It will not be an easy task. There are many in each community who are committed to a single narrative — and
one which is often distorted and over-simplified and purposively aggressive towards the other. There are vested
interests which resist collaboration and mutual understanding. In the Middle East, the stories that are shouted
loudest are usually the most heard — and when there is lot of shouting, there is little careful consideration. This
has produced an environment where if there is not mutual dislike and even violence, there is mutual suspicion.
What is more, the most obvious site where Christian, Jewish and Muslim communities have lived together over
the centuries (and fought together over the centuries) is Jerusalem, and this centre of heritage and history
remains the most contested arena precisely because it is such an icon for so many people. The barriers to
constructive, collaborative thinking about the historical sites of the region are legion. But this book is one small
sign of a step in such a direction. It is still possible to work together to make the region a better place for all its
inhabitants. PUSH would go one step further: it is a pressing and ultimately necessary task.
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Additional PUSH Resources

The PUSH website contains a wealth of information for individuals and institutions interested in learning more
about our work. The website currently contains a general project explanation, descriptions of each of the
PUSH partner institutions, PUSH team member profiles, project timeline and benchmarks, descriptions, maps
and pictures of over ninety sites and information and pictures from PUSH events. A 360° virtual tour is modeled
at one of the sites. Additionally, all of the PUSH project’s publications are available in PDF format on our
website at www.pushproject.org, including;

Nassar, Khaled, et al. Jordan Society for Sustainable Development: Draft Inventory of Israeli Sites of Shared
Regional Heritage. Jerusalem 2007.
Natsheh, Yusuf, et al. Al Quds University: Draft Inventory of Palestinian Sites of Shared Regional Heritage.

Jerusalem, 2007.
Turner, Michael, et al. Bezalel Academy for Art and Design — Jerusalem: Draft Inventory of Israeli Sites of

Shared Regional Heritage. Jerusalem 2007.

Reviewing Our Shared Heritage: Executive Summary PUSH Regional Workshop. Jerusalem, 2007.

We welcome your comments and participation in this unique endeavor.
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Next steps

The publication of Our Shared Heritage marks the completion of the PUSH project’s first year of activities. In
the coming year, PUSH will focus its activities around six select pilot sites of shared heritage. Working with
local communities in the area of the pilot sites, PUSH will prepare educational materials such as site manuals,
brochures and information boards. Furthermore, PUSH’s expert staff will conduct tour guide training workshops
to further disseminate information about the shared cultural heritage of each of the pilot sites. These activities
will encourage the building of an inclusive understanding of the area’s rich heritage. The project will conclude
with an evaluation and a proposal for replication of the action.
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