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School of Architecture

The School of Architecture fosters a vibrant community of students and offering B
a professional 5-year Bachelor's degree in Architecture (B.Arch), a Bachelor's
degree in Landscape Architecture (B.L.A.) and a post-professional Master's de- A
gree in Urban Design (M.UrbDes). The programs encourage interdisciplinary
learning, combining theory and practice while promoting collaboration across
flelds addressing key social and environmental issues.
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Master's Program in Urban Design (M.Urb.Des.)

Located on Bezalel’s historic Jerusalem campus, the Urban Design program, with two unique tracks, provides an excep-
tional setting for exploring the relationships between built spaces, communities, and historical and contemporary urban
layers, preparing graduates with diverse skills and perspectives to shape future environments responsibly and creative-
ly with the city of Jerusalem as a living laboratory.

Conservation and Heritage Track

The Conservation and Heritage track explores the grow-
ing role of conservation as a key element in urban design
and planning. Adopting a critical approach, it examines
the significance of cultural heritage within dynamic urban
spaces, especially amid urban renewal processes. These
challenges demand policies and diverse tools, including

City and Landscape Track

The 21st-century city requires understanding beyond its
built space, emphasizing “landscape” as urban, ecolog-
ical, and social infrastructure. The City and Landscape
track equips students with critical tools to plan open
spaces, addressing climate change and extremes, resto-
ration, biodiversity, and sustainable design in Israel and

community engagement, regulatory frameworks, financial
strategies, and design knowledge.

Urban heritage, both tangible and intangible, reflects past
and present human diversities, fostering social cohesion
and resilience. The program views heritage as layered
cultural and natural values that extend beyond tradition-
al “historic centers,” integrating broader urban and geo-
graphic contexts. Graduates gain the multi-disciplinary
skills in conservation enabling sustainable development.

globally.

Indigenous urbanism as an act of resilience in ah"oécupied city. The case of Beit Safa-
fa. Nadine Akel

Chronic of an ongoing destruction and building within historic cities. The case study of
Tiberias. Ori Raibi

UNESCO Chair in Urban Design and Conservation Studies at Bezalel
Academy of Arts and Design Jerusalem

The UNESCO Chair at Bezalel is celebrating two decades of activities. In the field of urban design, the Chair has been
a major international protagonist for the Historic Urban Landscape approach participating in major events and expert
meetings. At the local level, the Chair supports the Conservation track in the Urban Design Graduate Program generat-
ing research activities at home and abroad.

L eading and promoting theoretical and applied research across the spectrum of art, architecture and design the Chair
has been a catalyst for interactions with other fields and in supporting activities for regional peace and dialogue. The
Chair over the past years has partnered MoHoA, the Modern Heritage of Africa initiative and the UN-Habitat Heritopolis

partnership for Heritage and the Metropolis.
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